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The Development of Ethnic Cultural Industry and the Future of Hakka Culture
Wei An Chang
Abstract

Academic discussions concerning cultural and economics has been an important
topic in the academia. On discussing this issue, Hakka studies has put more emphasis on
how culture can add value to the industry, and how ethnic culture can develop into
economic industries. Another topic concerning culture and economics much less
discussed is the influences/effect on culture, taking developing industry as a basic
logic. This paper aims at three points to rethink the development of Hakka culture under
the context of developing industry. 1. Hakka culture under the Hakka cultural industries:
taking Hakka cuisine under the Hakka cultural industry as an example, the culture in the
cuisine and the restaurant is just a historical memory, and not something that is attained
from the living context of the contemporary Hakka. 2. Hakka culture under cultural
tourism and cultural creative industry: taking museums or architectural forms as
examples, the architecture or diet in a particular Hakka area is used as a general/universal
cultural image. This caused the ignorance and simplification of the rich Hakka culture. 3.
Develop cultural industry to liven Hakka villages: create local ecological landscape,
create or select special local industries, and introduce consumers to liven Hakka villages.
The results brought loss to local culture and damage to the ecology. The prosperity of the
economy brought the decline of local ethnic culture, especially the impact of outside
investments on local culture. Through these three reflections, the paper hopes to draw
attention to the academic and administrative units to note the crisis that Hakka culture

may face under the context of developing industries.

Key words: ethnic cultural industry, Hakka culture
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