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The National Imagination of Aizawa
Seishisai(1782-1863) and The Discourses of Asia
in The Nineteenth Century Japan

Hong-yue Lan

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Chiao Tung University

Asianism has played an important role in the modern East Asian
history. There have been a lot of academic researches coming out
concerning the problematic nature of it. However, most of them only
focused on the development of Asiaism after the Meiji period. In this paper,
I would like to discuss the emergence of discourses of Asia from the late
Tokugawa period with the view of The national imagination of Aizawa
Seishisai(1782-1863). Aizawa Seishisai was a Japanese nationalist thinker
of the Mito school in which he has played a major role. Thus, concerning
this, I will survey the intellectual trend of Aizawa Seishisai’s time,
focusing on the question of how he imagined Japan and the world by the
knowledge of the Han-learning, National-learning, and Dutch-learning. By
doing so, this paper intends to clarify the entangled relations between the
national imagination of Aizawa Seishisai and the emergence of discourses

of Asia in the Nineteenth Century Japan, providing an illuminating account
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of the historical background of Asianism.

Keywords: China, Empire, Asia, Japan, Discourses of Asia, National

Imagination, Aizawa Seishisai
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