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Abstract

Hsinchu and Miaoli in Taiwan originally were the living space for the “cooked
plain aborigines” in the middle and low stream of the Four River Valleys and “raw
mountain aborigines” from along the borders of the mountains. For nearly two
centuries since the beginning of the Eighteenth century, the Han Chinese settlers from
Fujian and Guangdong settled in this area one after another and built this region into
several social living spaces with distinct ethnic groups including the offshore Han
Chinese of Fujian descent, the Han Chinese from Guangdong, and the plain
aborigines and mountain aborigines (from left to right). The long-term land
reclamation and socio-economic development process in addition to formation of the
ethnic group distribution also embodied the so-called multiple land rights system (i.e.
yi-tian-er-zhu; literally one field, two owners). At the same time, this land rights
system co-existed with the rice commodity markets which were established by
different ethnic groups.

The project aimed at probing into the correlation among the land rights system
and the rice commercialization system and ethnic groups distribution in Hsinchu and
Miaoli. First of all, the author focused primarily on the land reclamation process in
Hsinchu and Miaoli and pointed out how the land liturgical policy with ethnic and
political considerations and land reclamation organizations, taking into consideration
the ethnic factors, guided the Han Chinese of Fujian and Guangdong descent and
plain aborigines in land reclamation through conflict and cooperation and to acquire
their share of land owners rights and settle in different geographic regions of Hsinchu
and Miaoli. Secondly, the author accessed the Dan-Xin Archive and analyzed
litigation cases that implied ethnic conflicts to explain how the local government
handled such cases in order to clarify the role of the ethnic relationships in social life
in Hsinchu and Miaoli. It indicates that although the ethnic relationships are an
essential part of social life, it is not the only important solidarity factor. Finally, the
author discussed the process of establishing the rice markets in Hsinchu and Miaoli
and explained that if the competing and conflicting ethnic groups were to maintain
stability in the family and ethnic group for reproduction in addition to a certain degree
of cooperation during the land production process, there has to be cooperation in the
construction and operation of the product of the land, that is, the rice market.

Keywords: Hakka ethnic group, land lease, land reclamation, land litigation, rice
market
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