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College students’ misconceptions of the idea of fair use of
digital library collection

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore college students’ understanding and
misconceptions of the idea of fair use of digital library collection. This study used a
semi-structured questionnaire with 10 real-case scenario questions and the
participants had to answer whether the conduct was acceptable and explain the
reasons why he/she thought so. 111 college students (50 undergraduates, 56
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postgraduates and 5 doctoral students) were selected to answer this questionnaire. The
results indicated that students did have correct conceptions and misconceptions
toward the idea of fair use of digital library collection. Four misconceptions were
concluded form this study: (1) good materials should be shared with friends; (2)
materials downloaded successfully from the Internet are with legal grant authorization;
(3) all education use is fair use; (4) downloading whole digital library collection is
acceptable if paying the tuition or not distributing it. Implications of these results and

future study directions are also discussed in this paper.

Keywords: digital library, copyright laws, fair use.
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