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Abstract
In this paper, we propose a Hierarchical Role-based Data Dissemination approach, named

HRDD, for large-scale wireless sensor networks with multiple mobile sinks. In HRDD, we use
a hierarchical cluster-based structure to discover and maintain the routing paths for distributing data
to the mobile sink. We assign two roles, named Indexing Agent and Gateway Agent, to some sen-
sor nodes in the wireless sensor networks. Indexing Agents are used to remove unnecessary query
messages, while Gateway Agents contribute to decrease energy consumption and the broadcasting
messages. We evaluate and compare the impact of the number of nodes with prior approach. The
simulation results justify that HRDD has the capability to reduce the energy consumption in the
wireless sensor networks and to prolong network lifetime.

1 INTRODUCTION
The primary goal of a wireless sensor network (WSN) is to collect useful information such as battlefield
surveillance, habitat monitoring [5] [12], disaster rescue, and traffic tracking. The sensor generating
data reports is called a source node, while the control center issuing the query messages is called a
sink. The sink sends query or control commands to sensor nodes and collects information from the
sensors. Data dissemination protocols are the means to distribute queries and data among the sensor
nodes. Although several kinds of protocols have been proposed [8] [13] [3] [14], data dissemination
protocols in WSNs still have the following challenges:

1. Some research [8] [13] [14] requires all sensors equipped with positioning devices, such as Global
Positioning System (GPS), to build a unique routing structure for each source. Unfortunately, posi-
tioning devices usually have the following limitations: (a) the high power consumption of position-
ing devices drains out the battery of a sensor node fast; and (b) the cost of positioning devices can
become the most deterrent factor for large-scale deployment of WSNs.

2. In many situations, a static sink may be unfeasible because of deployment or security constraints.
In addition, sink mobility may also improve the lifetime of a WSN [3]. In the applications with
sink mobility, the difficulty for sensor nodes is to efficiently track the location of sink. However,
broadcasting the sink information consumes much energy of all sensors [7].
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3. To maintain routing information, sensor nodes must periodically broadcast control messages to
neighbor nodes. In large-scale wireless sensor networks, the overall control overhead leads to large
power consumption to deplete the lifetime of WSNs.

In this paper, we propose a Hierarchical Role-based Data Dissemination approach (HRDD) for provid-
ing a scalable and energy-efficient data dissemination with multiple mobile sinks in WSNs. We adopt
clustering techniques to build a hierarchical structure so that each mobile sink can easily maintain its
data dissemination paths. HRDD assigns the special roles, index agent and gateway Agent, to some
nodes to greatly improve overall system scalability and lifetime. HRDD settles the data dissemination
challenges in WSNs :

S1. We exploit a clustering algorithm [1] to discover the initial location and construct a specific struc-
ture to maintain the routing paths without the help of GPS devices.

S2. For efficient tracking, we set some nodes, named Index Agents, to form a virtual infrastructure
formed for routing, data aggregation and data dissemination.

S3. Without periodically broadcasting messages, HRDD delegates specific nodes to perform deliver
tasks. Moreover, we adopt hierarchical-based approach to construct a two-tier architecture to bal-
ance the load of transferring messages.

To evaluate the performance of HRDD, several experiments are conducted. The experimental results
show that the proposed Hierarchical Role-based Data Dissemination (HRDD) reduces the total energy
consumption of the WSNs by 50%, achieves longer network lifetime, and outperforms our counterpart
Hierarchical Cluster-based Data Dissemination (HCDD) [9] in terms of total transmission overhead.

2 Hierarchical-based dissemination schemes
In 2005, a hierarchical-based dissemination scheme is proposed, named Hierarchical Data Dissemina-
tion Scheme (HDDS) [13]. A source routes data towards sinks using a hierarchy of randomly selected
dissemination nodes. Because dissemination nodes have limited resources, whenever a dissemination
node is overloaded, it inserts another level of dissemination nodes to reduce its load. For an energy-
efficient communication scheme, data forwarding path is close to the shortest route since this path
optimization is essential to prolong lifetime of sensor networks. HDDS follows a data transmission
policy that forwards data to the forwarding agent directly. Thus, data may take a shorter path, and the
total energy consumption and delay can be reduced.

Next, a scheme named Hierarchical Cluster-based Data Dissemination (HCDD) [9] is proposed to
discover and maintain the routing paths for distributing data to the mobile sink, as shown in Figure 1.

In HCDD, all nodes distributedly build a cluster structure without the location information, so each
node only has to exchange the information with its neighboring nodes. There are three steps in HCDD.

Step 1. Cluster Construction: All nodes are divided into multilevel clusters by Max-Min D-Cluster
Formation Algorithm [1], and each cluster will designate a node as the cluster head (CH). After the
cluster construction, all of CHs in the highest hierarchical level CHs, called routing agent, should
keep dynamic global information, i.e. the sink information and routing information.
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Figure 1: Hierarchical Cluster-based Data Dissemination (HCDD)

Step 2. Sink Location Registration: each sink has to register at one of the routing agents, which are
responsible for the management of the sink information. The sink information should only be
broadcasted to routing agents, but not flooded to all sensor nodes.

Step 3. Data Delivery and Path Routing: CHs and Routing Agents cooperate to find the paths from
data sources to the sink by the inter-cluster routing and the intra-cluster routing.

3 HRDD: HIERARCHICAL ROLE-BASED DATA DISSEMINA-
TION

Based on the hierarchical-based approach, we propose hierarchical role-based data dissemination scheme,
named HRDD. Conceptually, HRDD consists the following five steps.

Step 1. Cluster Construction
We use clustering technique to build a hierarchical structure so that each mobile sink can easily
maintain its data dissemination path. Figure 2 illustrates the fundamental concept of our two-tier
hierarchy infrastructure, and the numbers in the figure expresses the ID of sensor nodes.

First, all sensor nodes organize themselves into low-level clusters via a CH election process [1] [2]
[6] [11], shown in Figure 2 (a). The low-level clusters, in turn, organize themselves into high-level
clusters, shown in Figure 2 (b). All nodes are grouped into multilevel clusters, and each cluster will
elect a node as the CH.

Step 2. Selection of Indexing Agent and Gateway Agent
Each high-level CH has to select a set of nodes as indexing agents and gateway agents to reduce the
communication overhead.

Step 3. Event Detection
The sensing data are stored to its low-level CH and an event information message containing the
event type and event location etc. is sent to Indexing Agent for events queries.
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(a) Low-level Clustering (b) High-level Clustering

Figure 2: An Example of Hierarchical Role-based Data Dissemination (HRDD)

Step 4. Sink Location Registration
Before issuing a query, each sink will register its location information to all high-level CHs through
Gateway Agents.

Step 5. Data Forwarding
When an Indexing Agent has the relevant data which a sink queries, the data will be forwarded to
the sink by the reverse path.

The details of each procedure are presented in the following subsections.

3.1 Cluster Construction
Considering the implementation cost and network scale, we exploit the Max-Min D-Cluster Formation
Algorithm [1] as the load-balanced clustering algorithm. The Max-Min D-Cluster algorithm guarantees
that no node is more than D hops away from its CH. After the Max-Min D-cluster algorithm, CHs form
a virtual backbone and may be used to route packets for nodes in their cluster. These CHs are called
low-level CHs. Then, Max-Min D-cluster algorithm is performed on the low-level CHs to form high-
level clusters.

3.2 Selection of Indexing Agent and Gateway Agent
After the cluster construction, the high-level CHs are aware of local information, i.e. the information of
low-level clusters and the neighboring high-level clusters. The agent selecting algorithm is proposed to
assign indexing agents and gateway agents by the local information. The main idea of agent selecting
algorithm is selecting a set of nodes to play two roles.

(1) Indexing Agents:
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Figure 3: An Example of selecting agents

A node serves as the rendezvous area to save the event messages of neighboring low-level clusters.

(2) Gateway Agents:

A node allocates broadcasting paths for other high-level clusters.

These nodes are placed in the border nodes of high-level clusters or the border clusters of high-level
clusters. In this way, when a sink issues a query, it is easy to communicate to the other high-level
clusters through gateway agents and to query the interesting data by indexing agents, rather than using
heavily broadcasting to the other high-level clusters and searching for all the low-level clusters.

The agent selecting algorithm consists of the following two phases:

Phase I: Agent parameters setup

• There are two input parameters for the agent selecting algorithm: agent candidates and agent
candidates’ neighboring clusters.

A. Selecting indexing agents: agent candidates are the low-level border nodes in the high-level
CH’s low-level cluster, and neighboring clusters are the neighboring low-level clusters of
high-level CH.

For example: In Figure 3, high-level CH 73’s Indexing Agent candidates are node 1, 7, and
35, and neighboring low-level clusters are cluster 65, 85, and 100.

B. Selecting gateway agents: agent candidates are the low-level border clusters belonging
to the same high-level cluster and neighboring clusters are the high-level CH’s neighbor
high-level clusters.

For example: In Figure 3, high-level CH 73’s Gateway Agent candidates are cluster 65, 85 as
well as 100, and neighboring high-level clusters are cluster 89, 92, and 99.

• The high-level CHs setup the relationship between agent candidates and neighboring clusters,
and then build the agent table according to these relationships.

Phase II: Agent selecting

Depending on the number of neighboring clusters, high-level CHs set some agent candidate nodes
connecting the most neighboring clusters to be agent nodes.
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Table 1: Agent selecting for high-level CH 73’s Indexing Agents
Agent candid.

Node 35
Node 7
Node 1

Neigh. clusters Conn. neigh. clusters

C65 CNC35={C65}
C85 CNC7={C85}
C100 CNC1={C85, C100}

Round Agent Candidate Selected Agent

1 Node 35(1), node 7(1), node 1(2) Node 1
2 Node 35(1) Node 35

For example: Table 1 shows the example of the second phase in agent selecting algorithm for indexing
agents for high-level CH 73. We briefly define some notations in this example. Ci represents the cluster
whose CH is node i. CNCi is the set of clusters connecting with node node i. First, high-level CH 73
has the information of agent candidate nodes and neighboring clusters, and lists all agent candidates
node 35, 7 and 1 with their connecting neighboring clusters CNCi. Then, high-level CH 73 selects node
i to be an agent, where node i=max(|CNCi|, |CNC j |), for j is the number of agent candidates. Once an
node i becomes a selected agent, high-level CH 73 eliminates any cluster Ck in CNC j if (Ck∈CNCi and
Ck∈CNC j) for i6=j. If |CNC j |= /0, then node j is weeded out. If no any node exists, then we finish the
selection procedure.

When the agent selecting algorithm has finished, high-level CH sends messages to those nodes
selected to be agents. Once being selected as index agents, these nodes will collect the information of
neighboring low-level clusters which they are responsible for. Gateway agents will wait for registration
messages from mobile sinks and then transmit these messages to neighboring high-level clusters.

3.3 Event Detection
HRDD proactively exploits indexing agents to support the target mobility. In the event detection, we
can classify all possible situations into the following cases:

Case 1: Static event

When a source detects an event, the sensing data are sent towards the local low-level CH. After that,
local low-level CH informs its indexing agent by an event information message including his own ID
and the event type.

Case 2: Moving events around the same local low-level CH

When an event moves, the source is changed accordingly. Since the event only moves nearby, the new
source may be still in the range of the same local low-level CH . Therefore, the sensing data are also
stored in the same local CH.

Case 3: Moving events into the range of different local low-level CH

When the event moves to the new location within different local low-level CH, the sensing data are sent
towards the new local low-level CH. When the old source found that an event expired, the old source
will delete the sensing data of the target and informs its indexing agent. Also, the new local low-level
CH should inform its event information message to the indexing agent.
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Figure 4: Query Data Forwarding

3.4 Sink Location Registration
When a mobile sink issues a query, it has to register their location information to high-level CHs. The
sink registration consists of two phases:

Phase 1: High-level local CH registration

When a mobile sink issues a query, it needs to send a registration message transmitted by its low-level
cluster to its high-level CH.

Phase 2: High-level global CH registration.

As the sink’s high-level CH receives the registration message, it will send the registration message to the
other high-level CHs through gateway agents. When the other high-level CHs receive the registration
message, they should save the source path of the registration message to assure the source data can
easily be forwarded back to the sink along the reverse path.

3.5 Data Forwarding
After the sink location registration, each high-level CH starts the data forwarding which consists of the
following two phases:

Phase 1: Data searching

In the query data searching phase, each high-level CH forwards sinks’ queries to its indexing agent to
acquire the interesting data. Once there is an indexing agent possessing the event information, it sends
a request to the corresponding low-level CH holding the source data, and then goes to phase 2.

Phase 2: Data delivery

The low-level CH first sends event data to its high-level local CH, and the local high-level CH forwards
event data to the sink’s high-level CH by the reverse path.
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Table 2: Simulation Parameters
Parameter Value
Field size 1000×1000 m2

Number of nodes 1500
Number of sinks 6
Number of targets 30
Speed of sink and target 5−10 m/sec
D hops 2
Query packet size 76 bytes
Data packet size 59 bytes
Initial energy 2 J
Eelec 50 nJ
ε f s 10 pJ/bit/m2

εap 0.0013 pJ/bit/m4

Query generation period 100.0 sec
Simulation time 18000.0 sec

For example: We illustrate data forwarding in Figure 4. In phase 1, the sink first issues a query to
the other high-level CHs node 89, 92 and 99 through its high-level local CH node 73. Node 89, 92 and
99 will forward the sink’s query to their indexing agents node 59, 30 and 27, respectively. Indexing
agent node 55 will discover that the event data are under node 77. Next, node 77 delivers the event date
to its high-level CH node 89, and high-level node 89 sends the event data to sink’s high-level CH node
73. Finally, high-level node CH 73 dispatches the event data to the sink by the sink’s low-level CH
node 100 and low-level node 61.

4 PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
In this section, we evaluate the performance of HRDD by simulations. We first describe our simulator
implementation, simulation environment and metrics in Section 4.1. Then we compare HRDD with its
counterpart HCDD on the effect of the number of nodes in Sections 4.2. The results show HRDD has
the better efficiency and scalability in delivering data from sources to multiple mobile sinks.

4.1 Simulation Environmental and Metrics
We develop a simulator based on JSIM [10] to evaluate and compare HRDD with HCDD. The mobility
of sinks and targets follows the standard Random WayPoint Model [4]. Table 2 lists the parameters in
the simulation.

4.2 Impact of the Number of Nodes
In general, the more nodes are, the more high-level CHs exist. More high-level CHs may increase
the registration messages and data messages greatly. Figure 5 shows the total messages at different
numbers of sensor nodes. In sink location registration procedure, since gateway agent could help to
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Figure 5: Total messages vs. number of nodes

Figure 6: Total energy consumption vs. number of nodes

decrease the number of flooding messages, the registration messages in HRDD are less than that in
HCDD. In data forwarding procedure, the number of data messages of HRDD is also smaller than
that of HCDD. When high-level CHs forward sink queries to acquire the interesting data, they forward
these queries to indexing agents in HRDD rather than forward these queries to low-level CHs in HCDD.
Therefore, HCDD will increase the data messages for forwarding queries to low-level CHs while the
number of high-level CHs increases. In HRDD, the usage of indexing agent makes the data messages
increase slightly.

Figure 6 and Figure 7 show the energy consumption and network lifetime, respectively. The en-
tire sensor network consumes much energy caused by the increase of registration messages and data
messages. This result influences the network lifetime directly. Since HRDD has fewer registration mes-
sages and data messages than HCDD, HRDD has the better performance of lower energy consumption
and longer network lifetime. Moreover, the more numbers of nodes are, the more performance advan-
tages of HRDD have. In the case of 500 nodes, the network lifetime of HRDD and HCDD is 27002
and 21504, respectively. In the case of 2500 nodes, the network lifetime of HRDD and HCDD is 10222
and 4709.667, respectively. The advantage rate comes from 0.25 to 1.17, which means that HRDD is
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Figure 7: Network lifetime vs. number of nodes

more suitable for large-scale wireless sensor networks.

5 CONCLUSIONS
In this paper, we has proposed a Hierarchical Role-based Data Dissemination (HRDD) scheme for
data dissemination with multiple mobile sinks in WSNs. We assign two roles, indexing agent and
gateway agent to decrease the energy consumption of broadcasting and number of flooding messages.
Simulations results have shown that HRDD is more efficient than prior work in conserving the battery
energy.
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人次 

 

期刊論文 0 0 100%  

研究報告/技術報告 0 0 100%  

研討會論文 2 2 75% 

篇 

 
論文著作 

專書 0 0 100% 章/本  

申請中件數 0 0 100%  
專利 

已獲得件數 0 0 100% 
件 

 

件數 0 0 100% 件  
技術移轉 

權利金 0 0 100% 千元  

碩士生 0 0 100%  

博士生 0 0 100%  

博士後研究員 0 0 100%  

國外 

參與計畫人力 

（外國籍） 

專任助理 0 0 100% 

人次 

 



其他成果 

(無法以量化表達之成

果如辦理學術活動、獲
得獎項、重要國際合
作、研究成果國際影響
力及其他協助產業技
術發展之具體效益事
項等，請以文字敘述填
列。) 

協助辦理今年底舉辦之 Conference on Technologies and Applications of 

Artificial Intelligence 2010 研討會。 

 成果項目 量化 名稱或內容性質簡述 

測驗工具(含質性與量性) 0  

課程/模組 0  

電腦及網路系統或工具 0  

教材 0  

舉辦之活動/競賽 0  

研討會/工作坊 0  

電子報、網站 0  

科 
教 
處 
計 
畫 
加 
填 
項 
目 計畫成果推廣之參與（閱聽）人數 0  



 



國科會補助專題研究計畫成果報告自評表 

請就研究內容與原計畫相符程度、達成預期目標情況、研究成果之學術或應用價

值（簡要敘述成果所代表之意義、價值、影響或進一步發展之可能性）、是否適

合在學術期刊發表或申請專利、主要發現或其他有關價值等，作一綜合評估。

1. 請就研究內容與原計畫相符程度、達成預期目標情況作一綜合評估 

■達成目標 

□未達成目標（請說明，以 100字為限） 

□實驗失敗 

□因故實驗中斷 

□其他原因 

說明： 

2. 研究成果在學術期刊發表或申請專利等情形： 

論文：■已發表 □未發表之文稿 □撰寫中 □無 

專利：□已獲得 □申請中 ■無 

技轉：□已技轉 □洽談中 ■無 

其他：（以 100字為限） 
3. 請依學術成就、技術創新、社會影響等方面，評估研究成果之學術或應用價
值（簡要敘述成果所代表之意義、價值、影響或進一步發展之可能性）（以

500字為限） 

本年度計畫之目標在針對大型感測網路設計一階層式的資料傳播機制。在本計畫中，我們

將感測器區分成不同的角色(Indexing Agent 與 Gateway Agent)，並設計一以角色為基礎

的資料傳播機制。實驗結果顯示，我們的方法可以比前人的方法在大型感測網路環境下節

省 50%以上的能源消耗。目前結果已發表在 6 屆的 International Workshop on Mobile 

Peer-to-Peer Computing 研討會。此外，我們也嘗試利用 network coding 針對 wireless 

mesh network 設計一傳輸機制，研究成果已發表在第 71 屆 IEEE Vehicular Technology 

Conference (VTC-10 Spring)研討會。我們後續將會持續改善目前提出的方法並期望能發

表在國際期刊。 

 


