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Land, Ethnicity and Economic Activities :
Hakkanese economic characters in Zhong Gang and Hou Long Basin
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Wei An Chang and Zhi Yu Chang*
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Abstract

With the analytic framework from Annals School, this paper describes the
characters of Hakka economic activities in the Zhong Gang and Hou Long Basins in
Miao-Li County. Hakka people immigrated to these two basins three hundred years
ago. Based on the interactions with the unique geographical environment; Hakkanese
culture, the government policy; and the characters of economic activities are different
from time to time. The main purpose of this paper is to investigate the emergent
process of different economic activities in different time periods. The Hakka people

play a crucial role under constrains of the natural environment and governmental
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* Wei An Chang, Professor, the Institute of Sociology, National Tsing Hua Univerity; Zhi Yu Chang, Ph.D.
Student, Department of Sociology, Tunghai University.
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policies. The analysis of the possibilities and impossibilities of Hakka economic
activities in this area will focus on the interactions among the land, people and
policies. Based on this analytic framework, the whole paper is divided into three parts:
The first part describes the characters of geographic condition in these two basins,
which is the platform for Hakka actors. The second part analyzes the program's
schedule used by the Hakka actors in different time periods. The final part analyzes
the emergent process of the Hakka economic activities characters and its limitations
under the interactions among the land, people and policies.

Keywords : Zhong gang river, Hou long river, Hakka economic activities, Annals

school
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