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The Transformation of Vegetarian Religion into Buddhism

Abstract

Focusing on the Vegetarian Hall in Northeastern Taiwan, this project
examined their transformation from sectarian religions to Buddhism, sketching from
Qing immigration, Japanese colony, to the retreat of K.M.T. in postwar till
contemporary. My research methodology, for this long term development in such
relatively small area, adopts both historical analysis and field work in reconstructing
their history. In addition to collect scriptures and interview aged figures, | am also
concerned about the changing of religious policy in different political rules and
consequently impact on Taiwan religions. From the gender perspectives, especially, |
have investigated women’s religious practice during changing days. In the first two
years, the team of this project has written several articles on the island-round religious
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investigation by the Japanese colonial government, the missionary work of Japanese
Buddhist schools in Mt. Shitou, the expansion map of Fayun Si from Miaoli County
to the northern Taiwan, the comparison of Vegetarian women and Buddhist nuns with
their religious, financial, educational resources. Hopefully, previous research will
shield light on the complex interaction between folk Buddhism with monastic elite,

local clans, and political power, in terms of women’s religious path.

Keywords:
Vegetarian Religion, Women’s Vegetarian Halls, religious competition, religious
registration policy
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