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Abstract

Ethnicity that is formed by constant differentiating, (re)recognition,
(re)affirmation, (symbolic and signified) competition and construction within
oneself/between one and others is an critical perspective in understanding ethnic
relationship.  As ethnicity is located in dynamic historical context and
interchanging social environment, the sophisticated nature has made it difficult to be
understood. This research aims to explore the aforementioned themes from the
perspective of visual culture studies.

The research site located in WuFeng-ChuTung and Nan-Chung area is a Hakka
village. This research will focus on the visual representation of daily life in that
area, such as visible, touchable cultural performances of landmark, architecture,
public arts, advertisement, scenery postcard, local media, dressing, souvenir, packing
of famous product, as well as the performance arts in temple fair. Besides,
individual and collective photos as visual objects will be collected in order to further
investigate the embodiment of ethnic identity in daily life.

The significance of this research is (1) to observe the critical message of place,
community, and ethnic cultural identities from the aforementioned visual, symbolic
social objects, and (2) to understand the cultural integration and transformation
caused by frequent interaction among ethnic groups in WuFeng-ChuTung area, so as
to reveal the phenomenon of transculturation, hybridization, and indigenzation, the

cultural standpoint, and self-determination as well.

Keywords : ethnicity, cultural representation, visuality,

transculturation, cultural hybridity
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