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The Syntax and Semantics of Taiwanese Adjective-Classifier
Compound Adjectives
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Abstract

The Taiwanese A-CL string 1s a
compound adjective, and the three
crucial parameters of its adjectival
scale (i.e., a set of degrees, a
dimension, and an ordering function)
are morphologically dismantled by
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having the dimensional parameter
expressed by the classifier component
and the ordering function parameter by
the adjectival component; that is, in
an A-CL compound adjective the
classifier that has to ‘carry’ some
salient physical feature functions to
provide a dimension (i.e., scale) along
which the relevant property of the noun
(phrase) predicated or modified by the
A-CL compound adjective is measured,
and the adjective in the A-CL compound
adjectives denotes an ordering
function that orders the set of points
(i.e., degree values) toward the upper
or lower end of the scale (dimension).

Keywords: adjective, classifier, A-CL
compound adjective, dimension, degree,
ordering function
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(1) a. kiTiESBF X%/ o
b. *This rope is very big/small.
(2) a. *Tsit-tiao so?-a tsin tua/se.

b. Tsit-tiao so?-a tsin
tua-/se-tiao.
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(3) *Tsit-liap lingko tsin
tua-e-liap.
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A4 (1981)):
(4) a. Tsit-liap tua-liap (e) lingko
u tiN bo?

b. Tua-thang (e) iu kha kui.
(5) a. Tsit-liap lingko tsin
tua-liap.
b. Tsit-thang tsui kha tua-thang.
(6) a. *Tsit-liap lingko tua-liap.
b. *Tsit-thang tsui tua-thang.
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(7) a. Tsit-liap lingko tua-liap,
hit-liap se-liap.
b. Tsit-liap lingko bo tua-liap.
c. Tsit-liap lingko tua-liap bo?
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(8) a. Tsit-le tsabo gin-na u sui.
b. Tsit-liap lingko u tua-liap.
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(9) tsit king tuatua-king e pettsoN.
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(10) a. Tsit-king tshu kha
tua-/se-king.

b. Tsit-king tshu kha
tshim-/tshen-king.

c. Tsit-king tshu kha
khua-king.
Tsit-king tshu kha tng-king.
Tsit-liao tiba kha
tua-/se-1liao.

b. Tsit-liao tiba kha tng-liao.
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(12) a. Tsit-tsua tshu-a kha
tua-/se-tsua.
b. Tsit-tsua tshu-a kha

tng-tsua.
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Tsit-tiuN tsua
tua-/se-tiul.
b. Tsit-khao tiaN kha
tua-/se-khao.

Tsit-ko kuntsui kha
tua-/se-ko.

b. Tsit-thang khiiu kha
tua-/se-thang.
Tsit-liat hueitsia kha
tua-/se-liat.

b. Tsit-bong huei kha
tua-/se-bong.
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(14) a.

(15) a.

Yi kio? tsit-siaN tsin
tua-/se-siaN.
b. Y1 kiaN tsit-po tsiok
tua-/se-po.
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v detua X & se ] 0 -
EAFEFF
>kTs1t—le haksiN kha
tua-/se-e.

b. *Tsit-hang bikiaN kha
tua-/se-hang.
c. XTsit-ui langkhe kha
tua-/se-ui.
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(18) a. tsit-le lang

b. tsit-le bunte
(19) a. tsit-hang bikiaN
b. tsit-hang taitsi
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Tsit-ko kuntsui kha
tua-/se-ko.
b. Tsit-thang khiiu kha
tua-/se-thang.
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(21) a.
b. Gi-ge? kha se-ge?.

Ing ge? 1it

c. SaN-ge? kha tua-ge?.
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» Kennedy & McNally(2005) i35 %
K %1 (scale structure) #1444
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(22) a.
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totally opened scale
??absolutely {tall,
expensive, likely}
??absolutely {short,
shallow, inexpensive,
unlikely}

deep,

b. upper closed scale

absolutely {certain, sage,
pure, accurate}
??absolutely {uncertain,

dangerous, impure,

inaccurate}
c. lower closed scale

??absolutely {possible,
bent, bumpy, wet}
absolutely {impossible,
straight, flat, dry}

d. totally closed scale

absolutely {full, open,
necessary}

absolutely {empty, closed,
unnecessary }
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Tsit-tiao so-a kha tua-tiao.
b. Tsit-tiao so-a kha se-tiao.
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(26) a. Tsit-liap 11ngko tsin
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tua-king.
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(27) Tsit-thang tsui pi hit-thang
tsui kha tua-thang.
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khua-king

b. tua-/se-/tng-liao

c. tua-/se-/tng-tsua
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(30) a. Tsit-king tshua kha
tng-king.

b. Tsit-king tshua kha
kua-king.

c. Tsit-king tshua kha
tshim—/tshen—king
#(2b)*
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(31) a. *Tsit-le haksiN kha
tua-/se-e.

b. *Tsit-hang bikiaN kha
tua-/se-hang.
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(32) a. tsit-le lang

b. tsit-le bunte

c. tsit-le kihuei
(33) a. tsit-hang bikiaN

b. tsit-hang taitsi
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(34) a. *Tsit-tsiok po kha

tua-/se-tsiok.

b. SaN-ge? kha tua-ge?.
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(35) a. Tsit-tsia? tshia kha
tua-/se-tai.
b. Tsit-tai tshia kha
tua-/se-tsia?.
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