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Paik Nak-chung’s Theory of Overcoming “Division System”: Inter-referencing the two Koreas
with Taiwan and Mainland China

By Kuan-Hsing Chen
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Abstract

The essay is an integral part of the six papers presented by the “Overcoming “division system
group in the 20™ Anniversary Conference of the Taiwan: A Radical Quarterly in Social Studies,
and therefore should be read along the side of other essays. This specific essay aims at
approaching the problematic of Taiwan and Mainland China relation by inter-referencing the
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experiences of the two Koreas, as articulated in Paik Nak-chung’s theory of overcoming division
system. It traces, in his English writing and translations in Chinese, the background in the 1970s
for the proposal of a distinctive project of “national literature” and its relation to the Third world;
in the 1980s, in his engagement in the People’s Movement and responses to the Marxist challenge,
Paik began to develop the concept of “division system”, and then more systematically theorize it
in the 1990s. On the basis of Paik’s theory, the essay moves on to unpack the conditions of the
Taiwan-mainland relations with reference to the experiences of the two Koreas. It argues that, to
move towards reconciliation, we will need to develop a historical worldview, which will
overcome the self-centered nationalist historiography on both sides; by bringing global and
regional history to the center of analysis, the dynamic history of imperialism and colonialism will
be able to offer explanation on the formation of the division itself. Therefore, overcoming the
division system needs to be understood as a long term intellectual-political project, to study the
historical formation of the division system, on the one hand, and to reconstruct historiography so
that the narrowing tendency of existing ways to understand the unification or independence can
be overcome.
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No truth can be called a genuine truth unless it is realized in daily life.
R ERVUARFIEL DI LN AP F AT WM.

----u %o (Paik Nak-chung 2005: 19)
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