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Hakka Lineage Associations and Land Rights: Examples from the Touqgian and Fengshan Regions
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"This project has three primary goals: (1) to document the relationship between Hakka
lineage associations and their land rights in the area of Touqian and Fengshan Rivers, (2) to
clarify the historical and social roles of those lineage associations in the development of local
society in this area, and (3) to understand the interactions between the Han and the Aboriginals
from the perspective of land rights.

Making comparisons with Dr. Chen Chiu-Kun’s 2004 research on Pingtung Plain in southern
Taiwan, this project analyzes land rights in northern Taiwan using eighteenth and nineteenth

century Qing dynasty era documents together with late nineteenth and early twentieth century
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Japanese colonial era government records. In addition to archival research, research also uses
in-depth interviews, especially with local elites and the descendants of those lineage associations
we found in historical documents.

In this year, the project focuses on Sinpu town where Fengshen River flows away. We found
the percentage of lineage association in this area is lower than Pingtung Plain. Moreover, we also
recognized people who got the land rent, a part of ground rent and water rent are Aboriginals.
From this way, we realized that the Han and Aboriginals’ interactions. Furthermore, we knew
some lineage associations which belong to local powerful families and these organizations exist
in a trans-village situation and owned large land. Besides, some people who come from these
families occupied as managers in several religious and lineage associations in the same time.

From these facts, they show the relationship between land rights and local society.”

Keywords: Hakka, lineage association, local society, Touqian River, Fengshan River
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