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Transforming from Vegetarian Religion to Buddhism in
Taoyuan, Xinzhu, and Miaoli

Three sects of Vegetarian Religion, that is Xiantian, Longhua and Jintong, have emerged in
Taiwan since the seventeenth century, and most of their halls centered in Xinchu County during
the Japanese occupation (1895-1945). According to the official investigation held in 1941, there
were 65 Vegetarian Halls located in Xinchu, as 36 in Taizhong, 35 in Taipei, and 35 in Tainan.
However, contemporary research has focused on Tainan and Taipei, neglecting the development
of Vegetarian Religions in Xinchu area. The phenomena might relate to the rapid transformation
from Vegetarian Halls to Buddhist temples in this area. As the island around urbanization since
1970s leaved this isolated area, the rising Buddhist enterprises which created new pilgrimage
sites in eastern and southern Taiwan also affected the finance of this religious community.

However, previous development preserves relatively great amount of data for investigating the
transformation of Vegetarian Religion.
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This project aims on the reconstruction of the history of Vegetarian Religions in
Xinchu, Miaoli, and Taoyuan in last century ( 1905-2005 ). From the perspective of Hakka
study, this research will also compare the religious practice of Hakka from Minan’ s in
terms of Vegetarian Religion. More specific issues include the function of Vegetarian Hall
as the refugee of unmarried women, the classification of clan shrine and Buddhist
monastery, the cult of Guanyin and other female deities, and so on.

The goals of this project will conduct three investigations: (1) to collect and analyze
historical data of the Vegetarian Religion in the Hakka community; (2) to compare the
religious registration system of the Japanese colonial government with the post-war KMT
government; (3) to interview the survived ritual experts and followers of Vegetarian
Religion, as well as those converted to Buddhism.

Keywords: Vegetarian Religion, Taiwan Buddhism, Hakka Women, Colonial religious

registration, Religious Sectarian identity

Vegetarian Religion, Taiwan Buddhism, Hakka Women, Colonial religious registration, Religious

Sectarian identity
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