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Abstract

In this Digital Archive for Memories and Narratives of Taiwan
Waishengren (1) Project, we have pioneered to collect and arche the items
of memories and narratives of the lived experiences of senior citizens
of Taiwan Waishengren background since Year-one. The early themes
included “astranded from from home and homeland, missing home and
homeland, home letters, and diasporatic experiences’ .

In Year-two, we continue three dierections in archiving digital
materials.

1) “Old Veteran’ s Homebound Movement” occurred in 1986. The
movement now stands as the ice-breaking movement that cracked the
long-term prohibition of any contacts between people in Taiwan and China.
[t is also meaningful in 1illustrating the “inter-ethnic and
inter-class” movement that shattered historical taboo. The project
archived movement items and document narratives, and archived the events
and people who had discriminated or stigmatized the movement.

2)  “Refugee Students from Shan-dong Province and the Peng-Hu
persecution” . This sub-project was about a group of Waishengren youth
just arrived in Taiwan (temporaily sheltered at Peng-Hu Ise. ) in 1949.
It was a part, but a unique part accounts of the White Terror era. Victims
involved this case is said to be a few thousands. Using multiple sources
of materials including diaries, auto-biographies, and photos and means
for interviewing, we achieved an intergrated body of knowledge on this
case, on White Terror, and on the diversified lived experiences of
mainlander population. Of course, it was be relevant to the enhancement
of the general principle of “human rights” dimension.

3) “Letters Sent Back to Mainland” . Wwe have learned about the profound
impact of home letters in response to man-made separation and fence. But
we were unable to collect the originals. This is because all originals
were disepersed and sent out to their receipients in mainland China. This
year, we have relied on assistance from participating contributors to
retrieve the draft. Reproduction of the draft could not replace the
original, but it is the most achievable strategy so far.
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