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The Local Lives of Mingzhi Academy Scholars in Hsinchu City and its Environs
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There are three concrete results of the first year project: (1) a collection of the name list and
network for the Hsinchu region of its Qing dynasty era educated elites; (2) establishment of a
database of the Japanese colonial era household registration for educated elites and their families;
and, (3) a research group PowerPoint Lecture and a conference paper. I discuss each of these
three concrete results in turn below:

First, the Subprefectural Local History for Danshui (Danshuiting zhi) (1977[1871), the
Local History for Hsinchu Country, Taiwan Province (Taiwan sheng Xinzhu xian zhi) (1956), and

other similar primary and secondary documents provide the names of Qing dynasty era educated
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elites and their networks for the Hsinchu region in general and Hsinchu City in particular. The list
currently includes about 250 names. The list documents that educated elites living inside versus
outside of Hsinchu City different in their academic activities, including particularly their
participation in the Poetry Society (shihui) and other similar social activities.

Second, Japanese colonial era household registration records have been collected and—in
collaboration with the Center of Historical Population, Institute of Ethnology, Academia
Sinica—database established for future statistical comparison and analysis.

Third, I presented a PowerPoint lecture entitled “A preliminary Study on the Network of the
Literati of Mingzhi Academy” at the research group workshop and a conference paper entitled
“The Mingzhi Confucian School and the Local Life of the Literati” at the recent International
Hakka Conference. The theoretical idea “imagined community” is critically considered as a foil
for determining how local directed social change impacted and was impacted by an

awareness—through learning and knowledge—of otherwise over-the-horizon distant forces.
Key words:

Mingzhi Academy, Hsinchu region, local educated elites, imaged community, Japanese

era household records
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