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A Study on Si-Hai Hakka in Hsinchu

After a frequent contact between languages, languages may generally affect each
other’s language structures, and consequently, a language shift is induced. It occurs
particularly between sub-dialects. The sub-dialects of Hakka in Taiwan mainly
involve two dialects, i.e. Si-Xien Hakka and Hai-Lu Hakka. Si-Hai Hakka, therefore,
arose as the consequence of frequent contact between these two specific dialects.

The studies on Si-Hai Hakka appeared firstly in Deng’s (2000) thesis, and also in
Deng (2001, 2002a, 2002b, 2003), Chong (2006) and Chang (2006). However, among
these studies, only one specific place was chosen, e.g., ‘&*f Emei, B & Kuanhsiin
Hsinchu, and T 4£ Pingjen, #/ ¥ Yangmei in Yaoyuan, and demonstrated based on
just few consulters. This kind of studies certainly benefit my understanding about
language shift induced by contact, in contrast, apparently have limits on the

representative of linguistic phenomenon. Furthermore, they also have restrictions on

320



revealing the direction of the language change and representing relevant mechanisms
of linguistics and sociolinguistics. In order to solve the problems, this study is
intended to investigate the phenomenon of language accommodation in a village of
Si-Xien Hakka surrounded by Hai-Lu Hakka in 574 Sinpu in Hsinchu during a half
year. We will collect the data in depth on language, syntax, morphology (especially on
diminutive), vocabulary, and in the meanwhile, control the social factors, for instances,
sex, age, and the background of the dialects. After collection and analysis, the data
will be compared with neighboring Hai-Lu Hakka in Hsinchu nad Si-Xien Hakka in
Miaoli in depth. Thus, to infer which the linguistic or social factors involved caused
the changes in the village and the direction of shift in the future. We will further
compare our conclusion with Deng’s and Chong’s, and in the end, demonstrate the
features generally found in Si-Hai Hakka around Taiwan as well as the triggers of the
mechanism of language shift.

Keywords: sub-dialect, Si-Hai Hakka, language contact, language shift,

sociolinguistics
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