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In recent years, following with the flourishing developments of Hakka studies, the Yi-Ming
Belief is one of the research focuses which is unique to Taiwan Hakka people. The number of
essays related to Yi-Ming belief has increased in considerable quantities, which shows the
significance of Yi-Ming belief for understanding Hakka ethnic groups. In the field of
anthropology of religion and sociology of religion, the relationship between religions and ethnic
groups is weighed heavily. The religious belief not only has influence on belief itself, but on the
identification and self-image of a nation or an ethnic group.

Presently, the research on Yi-Ming Belief still mainly proceeds from the historical
perspective, debating on the position of Yi-Ming belief in Taiwan history, the historical materials
of Hakka Yi-Ming army related to Lin Shuang-wen Incident, even on the discrepant expositions
of Yi-Ming belief due to discrepancy of standpoints of ethnic groups. However, starting from the
perspective of religious studies, the property of Yi-Ming god, the common recognition of Hakka

people on Yi-Ming Belief, and also participating in Yi-Ming belief still need more researches.
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This study mainly adopts David Jordan’s and #3577 s viewpoints of Chinese belief
system of god, spirit and ancestor, and the perspective of the dynamic developments of the
divinity to explore the divine characteristics and its changes of  Yi-Ming belief. This research,
based on the field investigations of the temples, the interviews with the managers of the temples
and the common people, and the analysis of the contents in the chronicle of the town, suggests
that the Yi-Ming god own three statuses of divinity— “god,” “ghost,” and “ancestor.” The three
statuses, on one hand, result from the people’s various interpretations toward the belief, and, on
the other hand, are related to the historical process of the temples’ developments and the fact that
these divine characteristics of Yi-Ming god are under continuing change.

The common people’s perception of Yi-Ming god involves many subjects, which reveal the
diversity of it. There are seven different Yi-Ming temples in Miaoli County. Different kinds of
unidentified dead persons (Yi-Ming) are buried in the graves beside the temples. There are four
temples in Miaoli County whose incenses are shared from the Yi-Ming temples in Hsinchu.
However, they did not share the divine characteristics of the Yi-Ming temple in Hsinchu. It is
found that one equivalent worshiped subject, in different regions and different temples, has

different status of divine characteristics.

Keyword : hakka,hakka religion, [-Ming gods, [-Ming Belief, Miaoli
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