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The term “local cultural industries” is defined as place-based economic activities that profit on
the locality and cultural distinctiveness of the place. Since mid-1990s, many towns and villages
in the Hakka region have begun to develop place-based cultural industries in the attempt to
revitalize their local economies and reverse depopulation. In terms of John Urry (2001), this is a
process in which the Hakka, once marginalized in Taiwan’s ethnic politics, reexamines its
“material and semiotic resources,” and transforms its marginality into the primitive capital of its
cultural enterprise. In the project proposed here, we will examines the thriving local cultural
industries in the Hakka communities in Touchien River area as manifestation of the rising
consciousness of Hakka ethnic identity. We apply the concept of “creative ethnicity” and view
culture as a creative symbolic system. Local cultural industries, therefore, embody the aesthetic
practice of a local community which utilizes its cultural creativity to enliven and redefine its
communal identity as Hakka.

Key words: Hakka community ; Sense of place ; Local cultural industry
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