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The first year of the project has three concrete results: (1) the collection and reading of
local documents as historical texts; (2) a research group talk; and (3) completion of two
conference papers.
The documents collected and read as historical texts include genealogies and land deeds relevant
to the Sanwan region and searched through and located in the Danxin Documents. These
genealogies and land deeds were collated with the, again Japanese colonial era, land registration
records to create a database. This database was further enhanced through a consultation of
industry reports in the, again Japanese colonial era, Collections of Taiwan Government
Documents.
The research group talk was entitled “Documents and Fieldwork: Two Approaches to Investigate
Sanwan Settlements.” It was presented at the fourth meeting of the workshop for the research
group entitled “Family, Elite and Local Society.”
The two conference papers included, in turn, “Discovering ‘Hakka’: Discussing the Hakka
Discourse in the History of Sanwan Township” and “Station Barbarians, Settlements and Belief:
A Research on Village History of the Sanwan Region in Taiwan” (co-authored with Prof. Chuang
Ying-chang). In the first paper, I argue that the compiler of the History of Sanwan Township was
a Hakka who wrote on an region within which ethnic interaction were frequent. Therefore, in
reading this sort of text, the background of the compiler or author should be taken into
consideration. In the second paper, Chuang Ying-chang and I assert that that the history of
Sanwan settlements followed a model that included close collaboration between the yamen and
registered land opening households, and where both the yamen and the registered land opening
households held interests in land ownership. That is, the land opening households paid rent and
administration fees to the yamen and village temples, and where the latter served as the
intermediary between individual land opening households and the yamen.
Keywords: Sanwan area, village history, Hakka discourse
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