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During the past decade, the international community has sensed the serious inequitable and
illegal consequence resulted from the bio-piracy and illegal bio-prospecting activities of Western
companiesin genetically rich countries. As aresult, in order to safeguard the inherent interests of
the countries under bio-piracy, a requirement on access to (resources) and benefits-sharing (ABYS)
has been initiated mainly by the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 2001
FAQ’s International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (PGRFA). The
previous projects supported by the NSC have been analyzing the basic legal implications of the
provisions governing ABS mechanism. Further, in our current research, we have thoroughly
conducted an in-depth comparative study on national implementation of ABS regarding prior
informed consent (PIC).

Genetic resources are often developed and conserved by the local and indigenous communities.
Moreover, it is widely accepted that society will continue to benefit in the future from the
preservation and application of traditional knowledge and practices, and consequently it appears
only equitable, and in conformity with the objectives of the CBD, that traditional societies should
benefit accordingly. By a comparative study of the benefit- sharing system, the major
contribution of the project is to assist the establishment of a proper legal framework for our
country and to provide practical suggestions for the international community. The project based
upon the subsequent development of the CBD’s Bonn Guidelines ams to examine the ongoing
ABS implementation by reviewing national practices and visiting Australia’s “ Genetic Resources
Management Section, Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts’(DEWHA). The
present effort of the CBD to establish an international regime will be also the realm of the study.

Keywords: genetic resources, bio-piracy, CBD, access to and benefit-sharing, Bonn Guidelines,
International Regime
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