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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention provides an optical device having inho-
mogeneous polarization selectivity. The optical device
includes a transparent substrate having a surface, a first opti-
cal element and a second optical element. The first and the
second elements are disposed on the surface. The first optical
element has a first polarization selectivity at least within a full
visible frequency domain. The second optical element has a
second polarization selectivity at least within a full visible
frequency domain. The first and the second polarization
selectivities have different orientations.
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PHOTOELECTRIC DEVICES HAVING
INHOMOGENEOUS POLARIZATION
SELECTIVITY AND THE MANUFACTURING
METHOD THEREOF

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to an optical device,
particularly an optical device having inhomogeneous polar-
ization selectivity and the manufacturing method thereof.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] With the rapid development of photo-electric tech-
nologies, the industries have been more and more broadly
making use of relevant applications of optical polarization. In
the semiconductor process, for example, the photolithogra-
phy process has been more complicated than ever. It is always
an engineering issue on how to generate optical fields with
inhomogeneous polarization, which may includes the cost
issue and also the selectivity issue. In the field of the biomedi-
cal image inspection, the shape and the material of the speci-
men may cause interactions, such as absorption and scatter-
ing, with the incident lights, due to the miniaturation of the
dimension of observation, says the dimension of nanometers.
Under some application conditions, the orientation of polar-
ization of the incident light needs to be in accordance with
specific means. Besides, in the field of optical communica-
tion, with cost-effective method for achieving polarization
over a full frequency domain to the incident light, some issues
such as beam shaping can be handled conveniently, and the
resolution as well as the contract of the light information
would be increases. The light processed by particular inho-
mogeneous polarization may also be utilized in the field of
fine art, with same as the concept of stained glass, to make a
piece of art have various visual effects.

[0003] Optical devices for polarization known to the art
include liquid crystal, grating thin-film, special crystal, opti-
cal films, and etc. However, liquid crystal and special crystal
cannot provide wide-bandwidth and low-cost solutions, due
to their high material-cost and only apply to the light with
signal wavelength. The grating type optical elements can
hardly provide a solution for inhomogeneous field of polar-
ization either.

[0004] For the purpose of achieving the effect of inhomo-
geneous polarization, some people suggested methods such
as optical resonance cavities and light infringement. Optical
resonance cavities are applicable to incident lights of signal
wavelength. The method of light infringement needs compli-
cated and precision light-path design, which is not cost-ef-
fective either.

[0005] According to the above-mentioned, there is a need
1o develop an optical device having inhomogeneous polariza-
tion selectivity and the manufacturing method thereof, which
is simple and cost-effective, to meet the requirements for
different applications.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] To achieve the abovementioned advantages, the
present invention provides an optical device having inhomo-
geneous polarization selectivity. The optical device includes a
transparent substrate having a surface, a first optical element
and a second optical element. The first and the second ele-
ments are disposed on the surface. The first optical element
has a first polarization selectivity at least within a full visible
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frequency domain. The second optical element has a second
polarization selectivity at least within a full visible frequency
domain. The first and the second polarization selectivities
have different orientations.

[0007] In accordance with another aspect of the present
invention, an optical device is provided. The optical device
includes a transparent substrate and a plurality of optical
elements. Transparent substrate has a surface. The plurality of
optical elements are disposed on different locations of the
surface, and have a polarization selectivity at least within a
full visible frequency domain. At least one of the plurality of
optical elements has an orientation of the polarization selec-
tivity different from that of another of the others, so as to form
an inhomogeneous polarization field.

[0008] In accordance with a further aspect of the present
invention, a method of manufacturing optical elements hav-
ing a full visible frequency domain and inhomogeneous
polarization selectivity is provided. The method includes
steps of (a) providing a transparent substrate having a surface
and (b) disposing a plurality of optical elements on different
locations of the surface. Each of the plurality of optical ele-
ments has a polarization selectivity, and is disposed in accor-
dance with a predefined orientation of the polarization selec-
tivity.

[0009] The above objects and advantages of the present
invention will be more readily apparent to those ordinarily
skilled in the art after reading the details set forth in the
descriptions and drawings that follow, in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing an optical
device having inhomogeneous polarization selectivity in
accordance with a first embodiment of the present invention;
[0011] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing an optical
device having inhomogeneous polarization selectivity in
accordance with a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

[0012] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing an optical
device having inhomogeneous polarization selectivity in
accordance with a third embodiment of the present invention;
[0013] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing an optical
device having inhomogeneous polarization selectivity in
accordance with a fourth embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

[0014] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing an optical
device having inhomogeneous polarization selectivity in
accordance with a fifth embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

[0015] The present invention will now be described more
specifically with reference to the following embodiments. It
is to be noted that the following descriptions of preferred
embodiments of this invention are presented herein for the
purposes of illustration and description only; itis not intended
to be exhaustive or to be limited to the precise form disclosed.
[0016] According to the basic concept of the present inven-
tion, optical devices with polarization selectivity are utilized
as the fundamental elements of an assembly. The optical
devices with polarization selectivity include liquid crystal,
grating film, special crystal, thin-film polarizer, and etc. The
cost of grating film and thin-film polarizer are lower than that
of the others. It will be cost-effective to make use of grating
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films or thin-film polarizers to produce commercial products.
For example, one may apply tensions to a transparent poly-
meric material coated with a layer of iodine molecules and
extends the polymeric material to a thin-film. During the
process of deformation of the polymeric material, the iodine
molecules thereon will gradually be aligned and form a num-
ber of tiny parallel lines. The thin-film produced by the men-
tioned process is then becomes a polarizer having polariza-
tion selectivity within a full visible frequency domain, and
can be used for sorting incident lights of a large frequency
domain such as white light, visible lights and even ultra-violet
lights or infrared lights. When an incident light meets the
polarizer, only a portion of the incident light having an ori-
entation of polarization consisting with the transmission axis
of the polarizer is left. There are in general two types of
polarizers, namely absorption type and transmission type.

[0017] Based on the concepts set forth above, the present
invention make use of plural optical elements with polariza-
tion selectivity disposed on a two-dimensional space and
arranged in accordance with application requirements, to pro-
duce an optical device having local polarization selectivity
for electromagnetic waves at the two dimensional space.
When the optical device is illuminated by a light source
without polarization, polarized electromagnetic waves with
the polarization in accordance with the application require-
ments may be obtained via either transmission or absorption.
And when necessary, an optical device having inhomoge-
neous polarization selectivity may also been produced by the
arrangement of the polarization elements, so a polarized elec-
tromagnetic wave with inhomogeneous polarization can be
obtained.

[0018] Please referto FIG. 1, which is a schematic diagram
showing an optical device having inthomogeneous polariza-
tion selectivity in accordance with a first embodiment of the
present invention, the left-hand side showing a front view of
the optical device 10 while the right-hand side showing a
lateral view thereof. According to FIG. 1, the optical device
10 includes a transparent substrate 100 and a plurality of
optical films disposed on a surface 101 of the substrate 100.
For the sake of explanation, some of the optical films are
indicated with reference numerals 110, 120, 130 and 140
respectively. Each of the optical films, including the optical
films 110, 120, 130 and 140, has a shape of a sixteenth of a full
round circle, which is identical to the shape of the transparent
substrate 100. Thus, the plurality of optical films altogether
compose the shape of the transparent substrate 100. Notably,
the mentioned embodiment uses the round shape for example.
The shape of the optical device 10 may also be a polygon or
any other particular shape as per requirements. The total
number of optical films is not limited to 16, and can be
adjusted based on requirements too.

[0019] Referring to FIG. 1, each of the optical films, includ-
ing the optical films 110, 120, 130, 140 and the ones without
reference numerals, has a unique orientation of polarization
selectivity whose transmission axis is indicated by a double
arrow. For example, the optical films 110, 120, 130 and 140
have a transmission axis 111, 121, 131 and 141, respectively.
It can be observed that, the two adjacent optical films, says
110 and 120 for instance, have different orientations of polar-
ization. From the illustration shown in the left-hand part of
FIG. 1, one skilled person in the art may also observe that
those transmission axis all surround the center of the circle, so
that a symmetric polarization mode can be obtained when a
light originally without polarization has passed through or
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been reflected. The present embodiment is also named azi-
muthal polarization according to the knowledge known to the
art. However, the present invention takes advantage of the low
cost as well as easy-to-manufacture of optical films compared
to the use of liquid crystal that has been known to the art.
[0020] Please refer to FIG. 2, which is a schematic diagram
showing an optical device having inhomogeneous polariza-
tion selectivity in accordance with a second embodiment of
the present invention, the left-hand side showing a front view
of the optical device 20 while the right-hand side showing a
lateral view thereof. According to FIG. 2, the optical device
20 includes a transparent substrate 200 and a plurality of
optical films 210, 220, 230 and 240 disposed on a surface 201
of the substrate 200. Likewise, the mentioned embodiment
uses the round shape just for example. The shape of the
optical device 20 may also be a polygon or any other particu-
lar shape as per requirements. The total number of optical
films is not limited to 4, either. It is observed that the plurality
of optical films 210, 220, 230 and 240 completely cover the
transparent substrate 200. However, one may choose to use
only some of the optical films to cover a portion of the sub-
strate 200 for some particular applications that need local
polarization only. Besides, the transparent substrate 200 is
merely used for providing the surface 201 for disposing those
optical films thereon. One may choose different tools, such as
frames or other fixtures, or methods to dispose the optical
films at predetermined locations if technically feasible.
[0021] Again, referring to FIG. 2, the optical films 210,
220, 230 and 240 has transmission axis 211, 221, 231 and
241, respectively, which indicates each of the optical films
has a unique orientation of polarization selectivity. It can be
observed that, the two adjacent optical films 210 and 220 have
different orientations of polarization. Thus, the optical device
20 is able to generate an inhomogeneous and non-symmetric
field of polarization for electromagnetic waves.

[0022] Pleaserefer to FIG. 3, which is a schematic diagram
showing an optical device having inhomogeneous polariza-
tion selectivity in accordance with a third embodiment of the
present invention, the left-hand side showing a front view of
the optical device 30 while the right-hand side showing a
lateral view thereof. According to FIG. 3, the optical device
30 includes a transparent substrate 300 and a plurality of
optical films disposed on a surface 301 of the substrate 300.
For the sake of explanation, some of the optical films are
indicated with reference numerals 310, 320, 330 and 340
respectively. Each of the optical films, including the optical
films 310, 320, 330 and 340, has a shape of a sixteenth of a full
round circle, which is identical to the shape of the transparent
substrate 300. Thus, the plurality of optical films altogether
compose the shape of the transparent substrate 300. Notably,
the mentioned embodiment uses the round shape for example.
The shape of the optical device 30 may also be a polygon or
any other particular shape as per requirements. The total
number of optical films is not limited to 16, and can be
adjusted based on requirements t0o.

[0023] Referringto FIG. 3, each of the optical films, includ-
ing the optical films 310, 320, 330, 340 and the ones without
reference numerals, has a unique orientation of polarization
selectivity whose transmission axis is indicated by a double
arrow. For example, the optical films 310, 320, 330 and 340
have a transmission axis 311, 321, 331 and 341, respectively.
It can be observed that, the two adjacent optical films, says
310 and 320 for instance, have different orientations of polar-
ization. From the illustration shown in the left-hand part of
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FIG. 3, one skilled person in the art may also observe that
those transmission axis all direct to the center of the circle, so
that a symmetric polarization mode can be obtained when a
light originally without polarization has passed through or
been reflected. The present embodiment is also named radial
polarization according to the knowledge known to the art.
However, the present invention takes advantage of the low
costas well as easy-to-manufacture of optical films compared
1o the use of liquid crystal that has been known to the art.
[0024] Compared with that illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3,
which provide symmetric polarization mode, the allocations
of optical films can also be disposed according to a predeter-
mined arrangement which is non-symmetric. Please refer to
FIG. 4, an optical device 40 that includes optical films 410,
420, 440, 450, 470 and 480 disposed on a surface 401 of a
substrate 400 have transmission axis complying with an azi-
muthal type, while optical films 430 and 460 have transmis-
sion axis complying with a radial type. When a light passes
through the optical device 40, a non-symmetric field of polar-
ization is formed by the selection of those optical films
thereon. Consequently, a TE wave and a TM wave, which
have different orientations of polarization, can occur at the
same plane, which may improve the flexibility of design and
application as well.

[0025] Additionally, the present invention provides more
flexible embodiments to meet the ,needs of local adjustment
over the polarization at a cross section when lights are propa-
gated through the cross section. Refer to FIG. 5, which is a
schematic diagram showing an optical device having inho-
mogeneous polarization selectivity in accordance with a fifth
embodiment of the present invention. According to FIG. 5, an
optical device 50 includes a transparent substrate 500 and a
plurality of optical films disposed on a surface 501 of the
substrate 500. For the sake of explanation, some of the optical
films are indicated with reference numerals 510, 520, 530,
540, 550 and 560, and have transmission axis 511, 521, 531,
541, 551 and 561, respectively. The orientation of the trans-
mission axis 511, 541 and 551 is vertical, while that of 521,
531 and 551 horizontal. Therefore, a non-symmetric and
inhomogeneous field of polarization is formed by the selec-
tion of those optical films thereon when electromagnetic
waves, such as a white light, pass through the optical device
50.

[0026] It can be observed from the illustrations in FIG. 5
that, the outer shape of the transparent substrate 50 is com-
posed of optical elements having the same shape, each of the
optical films occupies a single unit on the surface 501, and
some adjacent ones of the optical films may altogether form a
shape of larger dimension. For example in FIG. 5, those
optical films 520, 530 and 550 with transmission axis 521,
531 and 551 along horizontal direction form an [-shape area
which is surrounded by optical films with transmission axis
along vertical direction. Accordingly, there exits an L-shape
area with horizontal polarization mode on the surface 501
while other areas are with vertical polarization mode. Based
on the abovementioned concept, one may arrange the dispo-
sition of the optical films in accordance with a predefined
orientation of the polarization selectivity to form areas of
different types or orientations of polarization on a two-dimen-
sion space.

[0027] The present invention provides a simple method to
produce an optical device having inhomogeneous polariza-
tion selectivity withadvantages such as low cost, easy to build
and high design flexibility, in accordance with user’s require-
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ments. It can be implemented in a variety of applications
including semiconductor manufacturing, biomedical image
processing, measurement and even art design, whenever a
non-homogeneous light source is required.

Embodiments

[0028] 1. An optical device having inhomogeneous polar-
ization selectivity, comprising:

[0029] a transparent substrate having a surface;

[0030] a first optical element having a first polarization
selectivity at least within a full visible frequency
domain, and disposed on the surface; and

[0031] a second optical element having a second polar-
ization selectivity at least within a full visible frequency
domain, and disposed on the surface, wherein the first
and the second polarization selectivities have different
orientations.

[0032] 2. The optical device of embodiment 1 wherein the
transparent substrate has a shape of one selected from a group
consisting of a round, a square and a polygon.

[0033] 3. The optical device of embodiment 2 wherein the
first and the second optical elements have a same shape.
[0034] 4. The optical device of embodiment 1 wherein at
least one of the first and the second optical elements includes
an iodine.

[0035] 5. The optical device of embodiment 1, wherein at
least one of the first and the second optical elements has an
optical grating.

[0036] 6. The optical device of embodiment 1 wherein at
least one of the first and the second optical elements is a
thin-film polarizer.

[0037] 7. The optical device of embodiment 6, wherein the
first and the second optical elements are absorption polariz-
ers.

[0038] 8. The optical device of embodiment 6, wherein the
first and the second optical elements are reflection polarizers.
[0039] 9. An optical device, comprising:

[0040] a transparent substrate having a surface; and

[0041] aplurality of optical elements disposed on differ-
ent locations of the surface, and having a polarization
selectivity at least within a full visible frequency
domain, wherein at least one of the plurality of optical
elements has an orientation of the polarization selectiv-
ity different from that of another of the others, so as to
form an inhomogeneous polarization field.

[0042] 10. The optical device of embodiment 9 wherein at
least one of the plurality of optical elements has an optical
grating.

[0043] 11. The optical device of embodiment 9 wherein at
least one of the plurality of optical elements is a thin-film
polarizer.

[0044] 13. The optical device of embodiment 9 wherein at
least one of the plurality of optical elements is an absorption
polarizer.

[0045] 14. The optical device of embodiment 9 wherein at
least one of the plurality of optical elements is a reflection
polarizer.

[0046] 15. The optical device of embodiment 9 wherein the
transparent substrate has a shape, and the plurality of optical
elements are disposed on the surface in a way to compose the
shape.

[0047] 16. The optical device of embodiment 9 wherein the
plurality of optical elements have a same shape.
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[0048] 17. The optical device of embodiment 9 wherein
each of the plurality of optical elements is disposed in accor-
dance with a predefined orientation of the polarization selec-
tivity.

[0049] 18. A method of manufacturing optical elements
having a full visible frequency domain and inhomogeneous
polarization selectivity, comprising steps of:

[0050] providing a transparent substrate having a sur-
face; and
[0051] disposing a plurality of optical elements on dif-

ferent locations of the surface, wherein each of the plu-
rality of optical elements has a polarization selectivity,
and is disposed in accordance with a predefined orien-
tation of the polarization selectivity.
[0052] 19. The method of embodiment 18 wherein each of
the optical elements is one of an absorption polarizer and a
refection polarizer.
[0053] 20. The method of embodiment 18 wherein each of
the optical elements has an optical grating.
[0054] While the invention has been described in terms of
what is presently considered to be the most practical and
preferred embodiments, it is to be understood that the inven-
tion needs not be limited to the disclosed embodiments. On
the contrary, it is intended to cover various modifications and
similar arrangements included within the spirit and scope of
the appended claims that are to be accorded with the broadest
interpretation so as to encompass all such modifications and
similar structures.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical device having inhomogeneous polarization
selectivity, comprising:

a transparent substrate having a surface;

a first optical element having a first polarization selectivity
at least within a full visible frequency domain, and dis-
posed on the surface; and

a second optical element having a second polarization
selectivity at least within a full visible frequency
domain, and disposed on the surface, wherein the first
and the second polarization selectivities have different
orientations.

2. An optical device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
transparent substrate has a shape of one selected from a group
consisting of a round, a square and a polygon.

3. An optical device as claimed in claim 2, wherein the first
and the second optical elements have a same shape.

4. An optical device as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least
one of the first and the second optical elements includes an
iodine.

5. An optical device as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least
one of the first and the second optical elements has an optical
grating.
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6. An optical device as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least
one of the first and the second optical elements is a thin-film
polarizer.

7. An optical device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the first
and the second optical elements are absorption polarizers.

8. An optical device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the first
and the second optical elements are reflection polarizers.

9. An optical device, comprising:

a transparent substrate having a surface; and

a plurality of optical elements disposed on different loca-

tions of the surface, and having a polarization selectivity
at least within a full visible frequency domain, wherein
at least one of the plurality of optical elements has an
orientation of the polarization selectivity different from
that of another of the others, so as to form an inhomo-
geneous polarization field.

10. An optical element as claimed in claim 9, wherein at
least one of the plurality of optical elements has an optical
grating.

11. An optical element as claimed in claim 9, wherein at
least one of the plurality of optical elements is a thin-film
polarizer.

13. An optical element as claimed in claim 9, wherein at
least one of the plurality of optical elements is an absorption
polarizer.

14. An optical element as claimed in claim 9, wherein at
least one of the plurality of optical elements is a reflection
polarizer.

15. An optical element as claimed in claim 9, wherein the
transparent substrate has a shape, and the plurality of optical
elements are disposed on the surface in a way to compose the
shape.

16. An optical element as claimed in claim 9, wherein the
plurality of optical elements have a same shape.

17. An optical element as claimed in claim 9, wherein each
of the plurality of optical elements is disposed in accordance
with a predefined orientation of the polarization selectivity.

18. A method of manufacturing optical elements having a
full visible frequency domain and inhomogeneous polariza-
tion selectivity, comprising steps of:

providing a transparent substrate having a surface; and

disposing a plurality of optical elements on different loca-

tions of the surface, wherein each of the plurality of
optical elements has a polarization selectivity, and is
disposed in accordance with a predefined orientation of
the polarization selectivity.

19. A method as claimed in claim 18, wherein each of the
optical elements is one of an absorption polarizer and a refec-
tion polarizer.

20. A method as claimed in claim 18, wherein each of the
optical elements has an optical grating.
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