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Freeing Up the Freedom
In Free Culture: Compatibility
Between Public Licenses

Jyh-An Lee, Yi-Hsuan Lin

Abstract

Promoting public licenses has been a crucial approach and strategy to free cul-
ture movement supporters. These licenses not only enlarge the scope of intellectual
commons, but also reinforce the value and social norms underlying the movement.
Nonetheless, as more and more public licensees emerge in the free culture commu-
nities, the freedom granted by these licenses is not elevated accordingly. On the
contrary, intellectual commons, communities, and creators are increasingly frag-
mented because of the incompatibility between different public licenses.

Using two of the most important licenses—Creative Commons licenses and
GNU Free Documentation License—in free culture movement as examples, this
Article illustrates how license incompatibility has become an obstacle for peer pro-
duction and remixing creativity. This Article also analyzes the subtle differences
between the two aforementioned licenses. Such analysis may help explain dissimi-

lar preferences of a wide range of licensors and why various licenses simultane-
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ously exist in the free culture communities. Furthermore, this Article provides a
strategic guide for communities to solve the incompatibility problem.

Keywords: Public License, Creative Commons, ShareAlike, GNU Free
Documentation License, GFDL, Copyleft, Free Culture,
License Compatibility
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53 Dusollier, supra note 9, at 1425-26, 1430; Robert W. Gomulkiewicz, Open Source License
Proliferation: Helpful Diversity or Hopeless Confusion?, 30 WAsH. U. J.L. & PoL’y 261,
276, 281-82, 289-90 (2009); Lessig, Re-crafting a Public Domain, supra note 12, at 77.

54 Elkin-Koren, supra note 22, at 414.

5 | awrence Lessig, CC in Review: Lawrence Lessig on Compatibility, CREATIVE COMMONS
(Nov. 30, 2005), http://creativecommons.org/weblog/entry/5709 [hereinafter Lessig, CC in
Review].

56 Krowne & Puzio, supra note 3.

>7 Elkin-Koren, supra note 22, at 414.

23 Lessig, Re-crafting a Public Domain, supra note 12, at 77.

Van Houweling, supra note 2, at 943; Katz, supra note 4, at 401-09.
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60 Lessig, CC in Review, supra note 55; Van Houweling, supra note 2, at 943.
61 Lessig, Re-crafting a Public Domain, supra note 12, at 78.

62 Id. at 77; Lessig, CC in Review, supra note 55.

63 Lessig, Re-crafting a Public Domain, supra note 12, at 77.

®4 4. at78.

zz Id.; Lessig, CC in Review, supra note 55.

Van Houweling, supra note 2, at 944.
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Ryan Paul, Amended FDL Will Allow Wikipedia to Adopt CC License, ARS TECHNICA,
http://arstechnica.com/open-source/news/2008/11/amended-fdl-will-allow-wikipedia-to-
adopt-cc-license.ars (last updated Nov. 4, 2008).
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