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Reliance Doctrine in Medical Disputes
— A Comparative and Empirical Study

Chia-Jui Su

Abstract

Due to the trend of specialization in modern medicine, medical practice in most
institutes should include various qualified professionals who will not only perform
their specialties independently but also collaborate each other as a team work. As
such, it is necessary for us to seek categorized standards to reasonably divide the
scope of the duty of care and the responsibilities for different professionals within a
medical team. This article will try to apply the doctrine of reliance originated from
traffic accidents to the medical field for reasonable allocation of duty of care and
liabilities. After analyzing legal theories from comparative legal research, this arti-
cle adopts function standard rather than identity standard as a categorization system
for the liabilities of medical teamwork. Then this article utilizes empirical legal

research on both medical and legal personnel to verify this categorization.

Keywords: Specialized Labor Division, Medical Teamwork, Doctrine
of Reliance, Medical Disputes, Empirical Research
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Call for Papers

1.Technology Law Review (TLR) is a peer-review law journal published twice a
year. From 2010, it will be published in June and December respectively.

2.We welcome technology-law related articles, translated works, book reviews,
and case reviews. Please note the category of your submission.

3.Submissions are subject to peer-review; authors will be notified of the results
in due course.

4 Works already published, in whole or in part, in another publication, will not
be accepted.

5.Please email your submission in .doc or .rtf format to <techlrev(@gmail.com>.

6.We welcome works in English or Chinese. Please give the title, author’s name,
abstract and keywords in both English and Chinese. Do not hesitate to contact
us if you need assistance in translating the above items into Chinese.

7.Please limit your English and Chinese abstracts in 250 to 300 words
respectively. Please keep the number of keywords in 5 to 8 words.

8.Please format your citations properly according to the Bluebook, and provide
bibliography at the end of your work.

9.The author bears all the responsibility arisen from the submission.

10.Authors whose works are published will receive copies of TLR, and article
reprints: '
(1)Single-or-two-author articles: 2 copies of TLR and 20 article reprints for
each author;
(2)Three-or-more-author articles: 1 copies of TLR and 10 article reprints for
each author.
11.For further information, including forms and templates, please visit our

website at <http://www.itl.nctu.edu.tw/tlr_n/index.html>,
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