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Constitutional Issues of “Preimplantation
Genetic Diagnosis”

Chung-Ni Chen

Abstract

A healthy baby is not a granted wish for parents especially for those suffering
from congenital/inherited disorders themselves. In the past, amniocentesis or
chorionic villus sampling has been done at 16 wk- or 10 wk- fetus for prenatal di-
agnosis. From the end of last century to the beginning of this century, timing of
performing this type of early diagnosis was pushed further forward by the devel-
opment of “preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD)”. This means that parents can
choose “healthy” embryos even before they implanted into a uterus. From the view
of eugenics, it is a big progress. However, if people abuse this new technology, it
may lead to a horrifying situation: everybody can play God’s role—to choose or
even order “desired” embryos which maybe healthier, with the right sex, or even
with more pleasant or intelligent characters, instead of letting them go through
“natural selection” process. Moreover, this human selection process would create
unprecedented and very difficult ethical issues of human dignity, fetal rights to life,
and maternal rights for controlling conception, which extends the areas of relig-
ions, ethics, medicine, and law.

This article will focus on constitutional issues resulted from “preimplantation
genetic diagnosis”, including the legal status of embryos, and the fetal and maternal

rights which should be protected by the constitution. In addition, the author will
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ponder on the concept of making “preimplantation genetic diagnosis” and offer

counter opinions of using it, and finally propose a conclusion.

Keywords: Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD), Rescue Baby,
Embryos in Vitro, Human Dignity, Right to Life, Right to
Control Conception, Eugenics, Playing God
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2008 £ 1 AJE » G REHELARIFT R T L KBE RO (Whole Ge-
nome Amplification, WGA ) | fifiHH 7 —f{ " R EFE | (rescue baby ) T —
i a g E M AR ERIER K - RS HE TR A g #5 - (B4
—Hg - ANIEE N RS - MMERE K R E A
HREIIN N o G ERE Bl - 6 A PR EEYaHE - [HERA)
Ao HERERE i fE SO Ul BB EIRE - ME— A R0 RS TS E RS
HE o RIIEIE SRS IR e P AR —(H B 8T - B AR e ny BF EH BB IR A - B
FEE RN USRS 1% » FE SR REEE RS - FFHENE BEIrhE -
DU T BRSSO o OB B A B I Bk (HLA) B - MY 3
TERIETEASSAS 5=  Ba SRS ARE] 11 8 - BEEARE IS AT
o WEE AR TN - HLA thBlE & 2ms  RFEEIEHR A% -

TIRHY ) WERITL - BREAGAREIERE o DI BIE S EIEN A - BRE R
2o TR EE ) BARREA A » B EERRYE - B
E BRI RRIOED - TS T H— e - ARBEb I R
T PAZ BB R o YR H AT A B R T 2 RS S E

( Polymerase-Kettenreaktion, Polymerase Chain Reaction, PCR) | #E1H;
flir > TIFERIE P R FEE—(E T BensE e, -

HE L fERE - BB EPIEZE FAE 2000 FEIFE A o BEFNFF

MG EE288 BB NS N R—Fd - g=4F (Jodi Picoult) % >
HRAGE 3E 0 dhh ey 7 (My Sister’s Keeper) (2006) ;5 MW A RAEL S BT
AR (REBELABEHRB "A) 238 TEEF—AZL I R—BE—
# (Kazuo Ishiguro) # > 5k B 3% > 5|3 & & (Never Let Me Go) (2006) - %%
T35 B F B ATIERBIE 0 4 A LB -

kB THREH SRRAITEKFTET - 6K EARBEC FRERER
sby o PEBHR H A3HR 02008 2 A21 B (ATFHMBTXBEES, ) -
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(Molly Nash) fERZPHIBES BeEHEAED: - 11 H AT ae AR EN A
FIIMME (leukemia ) FELT 2 BamiE i h %2 RS TER B &MIE (Fanconi ane-
mia) > B ¥ EHEE (Adam) (BB T ISR 5 ) - fEILE
TET 30 (IRl - H A 5 (EHREEFISH L RIECE © 628 4 R2ZER
R e — SRR A R R o B TN ) g A 4 #3E0T - It
EBSHFANE K EEFHR—E RN FR e E e it —
TR A SRR HE 5 > BRI 1 e R I B s M A R s B R R
%9

2009 FAHY] - SRS —{E T MR EE | (cancer-free baby) AYFTAEHIIE
M Fradk o FHFNEE BRI AR IR R R IR A LUACHE A N 2L
i BRI AREEDERERR > K ETRE 222 0 WAEIREE
AR RTHES T BRCA-1 BLRIffie - ARIRCUAIRYEGEA » 4745 BRCA-1 j8
FEESRI N - B R ZLIR BN B AU R = 50% % 80% « ANERCE A 145
H o BMEERPE BRCA-1 BEERIIRIG R KL - A —E g s » 1
HEfmfaE R — 28 -

AYRHGER—HTH - RIEZNEE A E RS A s 5 E
FHAR ~ MHAE - SNEEEES ARIGETT > R EACE eI RS ET TR
FNER > 2 FEINE RIS G ERIE o #ERILSERARERIER > A
JER B RERE S NME K EETT > 2 — E R R IR n] DA - SIS (S A dn iy
BECRFE - PEMBLSIRE A S ] LR R B AR E T T3
AR -

POms s TEBEANARRASGEENE, o AMAREEEAEAN . § 14
#8 > B 69 (2002) ; Rhonda Rowland, Genetic Testing of Embryos Raises Ethical Issues
(June 27, 2001), available at http://archives.cnn.com/2001/HEALTH/06/27/embryo.testing/
index.html (last visited Sept. 4, 2009).
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DARTRRFSEhkhy i ) A rlEER - SRR SRR E Ry - {2
h E AL E JEA AT RERVAE RS - VIR EHERS 7B ZH T EA
(Wissen) B2 "HI{T, (Konnen) ZFF » WEARAEANE LR Bdlcs 7 NHHATE
HORAFELAE - (HE AL RIRFE A ar S AR L Bl 1 JFUSEATie Al
REE AR RELINST - SE H P ey — (AR SRR YR ESRBIGE 1 E N8 n]
17 EEAMERAt "4, (Dirfen) AYBEFE—ZRMEAYFILL " BATHE
MG 2, (Dirfen wir, was wir konnen?) Rfjil2 8 L - HHMARET
(gekonnt) fAYE - CACHTE M2 AT (darf) MEEERS - EM L > %5
FHUE I ARMMER R FIRINE S - (HRAVRHI R - AlGRA |
SR EREBEE AR o AL YRS R R — ([ E AR b
ANHJEH - 55 P IBHEAERY » — AR S e E iR A S P TH5E
EECHITE S R E (objekt-operational ) o (HAEPIRHTAINIRINE S - 1
B RIS - P T E#E#R(E (subjekt-operational )~ BE{ES
EENE > EM BRI R e E MEF R ERIE (subjekt-
objektiviert-operational ) » [ P AR A M- BT S - ) S i ® o Rk — IS
P AAEBINSMY R ) FUE R o AR AT RE(E A B I U
HEERCH AT SR E BN NG - Sl E R ARYE ? WP~ A Sl
o BEEUEAN Y TR ) IRIREIRAE R T RURER] ? AR S ER
ANHAHE "85S | EER SRS A ? DU - KRR S A ERAE—

HBEw ) o RESA# - EHZ—HerHRthERNEHXE > B 435
(2005) -

BHIRR > AAAR TR HRESEER > ARAALLAAZMMERREOX
FHRERMZE  RAAHM T > FLAETRABRTRELNKERIE  FLE
BEIEARF2RERE A2 0RlERBETEARBASZNAE - BRE > "TAA
Fi e, 44 A A £ B8 HEEZSRTAMHRBATABEN,, > AEESHIE F 2
#1813 (1995) ; 20K THEEARIRINERI—RAT LN (&
M 4 78 » asexual reproduction) & .o | » 2L 03 B30 B 30 (1998) o
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( Praimplantationsdiagnostik, PID; Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis, PGD ) £
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RERE A 3 HEBRERTEANREIS L) R REFRO AT TER 45
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B BE 2250ty HoT H 52 (BB S 2 i LB R RS2
T AR BRI o AR B e (cystic fibrosis) ~ BT MH IR HR FAE
( Huntington’s disease ) ~ fHALM:HEHERS (neurofibromatosis ) ~ §fe JJ B AT fitg
EIMAE (sickle cell anemia) ~ HirpygIE (M (thalassemia) ~ B FHREER
fUiE (adrenoleukodystrophy, ALD) ~ o KIERCE N HE (RFERFEIELE -
osteogenesis imperferta ) ~ [l & % ( hemophilia ) ~ KX N [ K HE
( phenylketonuria, PKU) ~ Z&—#oe e ( Tay-Sachs Disease ) 13’%@ o (LB
ELEEG  U IR A RTER KRS ) AT DATEH S BRRR A e KR E R R 2
6 LR E T IRl ARTERZE ) R0 HIY > g H TR
Wi HIY) « #3w » AR ATEE - WA XRHEE B O/ MG — AR A 5
B E AR EEMERR - HE B EE MR ST ZRNELS 2
BEERRUN » A NS ARA R AR R > B HIH AT DUR AR > #2
GG RRL R o ArRekE T IRIARE A BT R R o M A TR
BRI > BT DR RAC R it & e B -

RN TAGEESE 11 65 1 TEER 2 e » T RF— R EE RN

B oA TREBHEAT RS R MR SRR, o AR SR R

#3810 R 28 (1999) AT F B R A B RRBBNRAGE 0@
http://www.bhp-gc.tw/index.php (x4 EERIBFR] 12009 =9 B 7 B) s REBE - H A
o TEARATEESE, c BB % 2 EF 4 80 B 432 (1998) ; EaEA
T VNEX WERAAMAK (=) —HHEETRAAMARRBAB 2AHeE
AR E] o sk Rk 4848 3 ¢ hitp://www.lawbank.com.tw/fnews/pnews.php?nid=
5931.00 (A ZEMEFR] 2009 -9 A 6 B) 5 FRARSL > [ & H3BEE R ¥ ob4EiRey
ME—FREGEM G o KA ETFTHBK, » RIENBEIFER—FRFE
AL %R REBLG > FRATAERLER D B 435 ¢ hitp:/tw.myblog.yahoo.com/iv{-
pgd/article?mid=4530&prev=-1&next=4262 (/4 EERM8FM 12009 =9 A 6 B ) ; &
B "TwmEfmk BARERTE TRAT, 0 YEER F AS KR 0 2006 F 6
A48 B 3BT REE - RBEE KRR -BEE S "TEREATAR
S ZBE  RARRR, > GHBR R4 BHE8H > B35 (1998) -
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BT ) SRR O RS O - RER TG o
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NTAFEESE 10 5 | TE ¢ T B a0e o A - T
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TR A B L AR T o JE TR RACER IR S A A
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THEFF ) S RIATAATENAAMMNE  BAXBEAME "HEH
F ) 2 F & SR Ak R A e B BN Uk 5% o 12 0b Tk Bk St 66 I
Y e e E AR ERRIEAARNA BN G BALEARAS X &
EREGSBHAREAR B (XY) MATARREER Kl (XX) BeFh
BALXEES - Bk REBRSPACTAR  RAMAZIE LA B > 8l —

GREE - MAERMEET  NAABRACTRT LEAA LS LS4 -
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16



184 #HE k2% 6% 2

3.1 MRazizR (F|iR) i

fEatam " RIAE ARTERR2ET ) P AT REW Koo LRI AN Al ey
= AAPERFIRIG . R (L) ML o AR LW R ARG 32 ~ fEl
BEEE » MBS L o A F s 5 R 5 e T E AR
o BIMERIOMN AREATEE 2 BR5E 1 B0 1 AJRHECHUE © T ARy apitEss
JEZENEERIRGE - | H—THRBEAKHE B » RHEEF Ean Rl
PR AR 5 S AT - PR R SRR R (A
728 FTARH A E Z Ear 2 S IMERZ U E R REHIEIA > BS5AE30 1A
B - WA BN AMEZ B 1YL (Die Entscheidungen der Eu-
ropdischen Kommission fiir Menschenrechte, EKMR ) » a2 BN A AEERER
27k (Die Rechtsprechung des Europiischen Gerichtshofs fiir Menschenrechte,
EGMR) » 55 PRI EEGZERAKTE 2 RIREIRE - #4
EARHRETT A A B B T8 WAR RS B I A Rz e -

311 BBAIR AR

R R A R 1975 47 T E— KRG, CHIEHE - EAE
HEAH MERINERE RN > R2KAY4dr (das werdende Leben ) ARG EE
457 (die Leibesfrucht oder der nasciturus ) Hi[Fl 2 EARE 52420 - sEkEm

BABBBEREBEARASH I A B ARG E  SHEAETEHRKREREER
FATHMRABEFZ R R ERE 2B E 2002 Ea5 Tk 0 A MR AT A B A48
¥ HF 1.8~4% HYR®‘F - RFH > AT4B3E 5> B 458 RE L ATBE T B
165 »

" RES TR EXRMMZAR RSB 0 RBREEER B
18 %% 34> & 71 (2007) -

18 BRE®E > ATHBE 17 A 71

;Z BVerfGE 39, 1 (42).

Herbert Bethge, Verfassung, Verfassungsrecht, 2. Aufl., 2004, S. 120.
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.2 1 B P SR P T LIS A AR e o

FLW U ERPETEEZ | (Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973)) H5G+BLkE
IR EAE A AIIGES - E B kb e A R BV A
SRR %R T A, (person) SEMHT (FUIEH 14 I0EHGK - 5
LR85 2 1658 4 1655 5 12 22 M9IBIEE0 - (HRREE i HE
% R > T A TEE RIIIECHLET - 8T HATREEAIZE T HAE
(postnatally) - FifEE L THERT ) (pre-natal) FUFIEE™ « 78 T#g 0%
B9H7Z2 | (York v. Jones, 717 F. Supp. 421 (E.D. Va. 1989)) 2* » Wi /515
HERE - HAVBRAZ Y R T8 OAIRIS) B TR, - B
SRR TSN AR ) A T —HZSERIR (bailment
relationship ) » {3 T 2% HEHE(E 2 E B (S S 16 BB 5 S e 2 i 25
F52° o iiAE T AR 2, (Davis v. Davis, 842 S.W.2d 588 (Tenn. 1992))
o1 FEANPE I SRR R A R HERTIEIS (preembryo) ZCRibEE - A -

21
22

BVerfGE 88, 203 (251).

Philip Kunig, in: Ingo von Miinch/Philip Kunig (Hrsg.), Grundgesetz-Kommentar, Band 1,
4. neubearbeitete Aufl., 1992, Art. 2 Rn. 47; Hans D. Jarass, in: Hans D. Jarass/Bodo
Pieroth, Grundgesetz fiir die Bundesrepublik Deutschland Kommentar, 9. Aufl., 2007, Art.
2 Rn. 82; Bodo Pieroth/Bernhard Schlink, Grundrechte Staatsrecht II, 23. neu bearbeitete
Aufl., 2007, Rn. 122.

Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113, 157 (1973).

REZEFTAH ARRGFEMVNETRENGE A A B ERMBRITHRAIHERE
B 2% BHRFRTWEE N B > TR E £ TR T e — 184
RIER BB ET FO—FAEELH > RAEHRGOEAN > 2 AHTRMBIE
@ ¥ F KIFE R 43 o York v. Jones, 717 F. Supp. 421 (E.D. Va. 1989).

1d. at 424-25.

HAE TR ) RRABAFFERTFELH 2 RA 8 Bae i AN
B ERNTEHhe "I, RR S CHARERRAIBEIPERE 14 RZATQMH
B RARBHAEEea® ot 0 AAABARNBEBRALE - 245% (Jery
E. Bishop) ~ R4& & 2% (Michael Waldholz) % - #5 L8432 » AR T FE BB AR
#9458 4 ( Genome —The Story of the Most Our Astonishing Scientific Adventure of Our

23
24

25
26
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ANPIE DA I EHE TR B T SEFfRE , (joint custody) - H:EL¥f
MR - ERREREERE LR 2 IS N ES - (HAlE N HEAM AR &
(property interest) FEETRIRE R « (HE] T INEE IR - A EA —
"RFRRRYMIAL , (special respect ) o B REIE A (persons ) 1A 2 I E
(property) » FiE/ A - FIE A A4 RrkiEaE" -

BIMEMIR FHR BRI R - HmSEbe 2006 4 11 H 15 H
R E PR o IREER B E L E B AR F R ELES 40 655 3 1
B3 EG2OTEEEE > Wi 1961 AR R EHE L (Civil Liability Act, 1961) 2§
58 R AR A/ N NEAT B RIRLE - 1861 - N BB (Offences Against
the Person Act, 1861) 2f 58 {6 ~ 2 59 {5 EIE R AE FRNAHRIRLE - KHlE
BRSBTS 5 BN LR SR AR B R 40 55 3 TR
3 IR AEERR T =N RIEEE R E S FE A EGEE N2 R
(embryos outside the womb or in vitro ) FYEERH » AL SRl BB EEE 40
2R 3 1S 3 K T BRZAEGEARHAEHE (unborn) HAEGTRE-  HATHERY
CRHAE o IR RS T E AR IR G L o N ERERE RIS
fem > REmRlEIEBE L T T RHAER - BEIAZEERE T AR
f# | (personal rights ) E’J{%{Sﬁzg °

Time —The Attempt to Map All the Genes in the Human Body) - & 504 (1999) ;
Dorothy C. Wertz % > Z4#33% > T AaE &m0 @ R THA4 %R (Human Em-
bryonic Stem Cell: A Source of Organ Transplants) | > A FHZEEERREM  F
2880 B 48 (1999) -

27 WM TN EIRRRAIEGI B R T AL HHEME ) 9 R - Davis v. Davis, 842
S.W.2d 588, 596 (Tenn. 1992).

28 14 at597.

29

REAH—HRERBEBITAIEIZH T LALBATEASAHAR 6 B
Bo o RGN 3 BEMBIEAET — LR U% > XRBELABIIFFRREREE LM
AR AR R B B L X EMME o E TR BRI 3 BREBEANT
T XREATRY > Bk EFEREEL RS- ATH - TERESEERR
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P b % B BRI IS4 SHIIA T T 5 S A S e B i
BIRBER i BRI -
312 HREZHALAE

BEERTS 1L » FRATE ey R BRI b sl B R IR e
b SRR T S B RS o TR 4 SO RS AR B R 72 o2 D3t
TR BRI R R » AR IR AT A R e e e
SRR 200 AE TR G S E MR RAB S - 25
FEREREER -

SRR B EIE AR » SR s SL b AR B - (e LT
BRI H g o SRS AR R S EE B E

ERENE - RERRTE AN A R A PREMIR AN AR LR
RIS > AR IR IR R A BASEIRE ARE R - AR
TEEHEE ) B TERIR L SREEAYERE > HEE LU IR A

TSR TR AR R R TSR IRHA AR SRR 3 B b
RFF TR ot o (DA (RS —E ) T8RN F R A

e IE TR A, o o KEEAGHE > F 18 & 34-35 (2007) ; M. R. V.
T. R, [2006] TEHC 359 (Nov. 15, 2006) (H. Ct.) (Ir.) available at http://www.courts.
ie/Judgments.nsf/5976455211f07ac9a80256ef30048ca52/e5617d292b7b6b26802572480032
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A0, - ILEFTE S A2 S - B A o i A s P A 2
(R R PR R 2 AR (Immanuel Kant) R T ASE3E TH - AFELE
AGELEER 2B shEE A (Ginter Dirig) frEHY T E
B AT (A P B ~ BRI TS Bl P ORRI B (GroBe) 1 » AME
SRR o —H0 T &8s, (Objektformel ) —— LI IR AR
FUE M o BT LIS A e RS B AR i/

38 Dietrich Murswiek, in: Michael Sachs, Grundgesetz Kommentar, 4. Aufl., 2007, Art. 2, Rn.

145a.
EEL TAMERZEREL ) ABRBERSAMMARE - B3 (2009) -

BRG TN TAHEAMBL NN, BABSwbZ R HlEH , > AB 5%
ko % 658 0 B 199 (2000) -

Guinter Diirig, in: Theodor Maunz/Gunter Diirig (Hrsg.), Kommentar zum Grundgesetz,

39
40

41



R A 42 THERSAANAT AR B Sl ) 2 EARAE 191

A NEE SRR FIRICA IR R RN A S
R Rt R HREEr AT - HHEE A o (BRI R TR
BEFIRES) TIBRAHAE - OATELS ) IR s T —ReEfap , %
T RIS AR R

R ATEFE N FE R4 dr (werdendes Leben) o RFAEIEINF2KERILA
FEZE SRR R R RIS R B s s
BRI o M E S BR80T 24 | (jedenfalls) £453% HBH
i 2B ZBEFIN{73 (objektiv-rechtlichen Schutz) ﬁ%@m%ua@
R M o DA e
ErgfEf s N (zum Menschen ) ¥ 5 > [ME&(ER A (als Mensch) ﬁﬁﬁé%so °
%%’W%E%%%&%ﬁﬁw—ﬁ%%@%%%%%%’Fﬁ%ﬁi%é
Y BHERL B AR RS R EAETE L BRI S

2002, Art. 1 Abs. I, Rn. 28; & &\, » T AMER | xS 3%E > %174 7 10-11
(2003) -

42 Jarass, in: Jarass/Pieroth, a.a.O. (Fn. 22), Art. 1 Rn. 8.

3 BVerfGE, 87, 209 (228).

Y sazowmea H L0 (2002) -

4 BVerfGE 39, 1, (41).

6 BVerfGE 88,203 (251).

47 Hans Hofmann, in: Bruno Schmidt-Bleibtreu/Hans Hofmann/Axel Hopfauf (Hrsg.), Kom-
mentar zum Grundgesetz, 11. Aufl., 2008, Art. 1, Rn. 12; Christian Starck, in: Hermann v.
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