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While Japan prepares for

expanded international role
SF Examinar Jan. 5. 81

EDITOR'S NOTE: Akio Matsumoto is g senjor
staff writer for the Japane

S€ newspaper Nikkan
Kogyo Shimbun, a daily Japanese Newspaper
devoted to husiness and industria] news. The

English version was prepared by the Transiation
Service Center, Tokyo, a project of The Asia
F oundation.

By Akio Matsumote

TOKYO—One of Japan’s leading
businessmen has retired from the cerporate
world in order to devote hirpself to preparing
Japan’s future leaders for the task of guiding the
couniry toward 2 more active international role,

Schei Nakayama, 74, former president of the
Industrial Bank of Japan, serves as counselor to
the same bank and is a director of the Japen
Committee for Economic Development. Since his
70th birthday he has worked almost continuousiy
o establisi “The International Universizy” £o
train a smali slite 2roup.
Nakzyama's reputation as an action-oriente
businessman and a seemingly prescient strates
assures that his proposed institution is taken
sericusly. Nakayama began to raise funds for the
project in Ocioher, 1979, and within eight months
fie visited nearly 300 companies to ask for
donations.

His goal i3 1o visit 500 corporations and
collect $20 million before the schoo] opens in

Yamato-machi, a town of 15.000 in Niigata
Prefecture. Explains Nakavama, “Although ths



school I establish will have a public funcrion,
cannot expect corporations to donate funds solely
on the basis of a written appeal. I must meet
personally with the president of each company,
hecause the amount of money [ ask for is
considerable. Not one company has so far refused
my request, and about 10 have contributed more
than [ expected.”

The purpose of the school is 1o train key
people to cope with Japan’s growing role in
international society. Says Nakayarna, “Whether
we lika it or not, Japan will be increasingly
involved in massive changes on the global level in
all fields, especially politics, economics, social and
cultural affairs, and laber.

The interdependence between Japan and
gther nations is growing ai an enormous rate. For
this reason I felt that it was necessary to establish
an institution dedicated primarily 10 training
talented young people to play an active role in
this age of internationalization.”

Alllectures at the school will he conductad in

English, the most nearly universal language. The

schoo! will also offer courses in Frenck, Gerran,
Spanish, Arabie, Indonesian and Chinese as
second languages. Teachers will be setected from
abroad gs well as from Japan. The student
enrollment will include roreign students, who
will have the chance to study Japanese language,
cuiture and thought.

“Such efforts are necessary to make
Japaneose gulture understood overseas,” said

\aha; ama. “Heretcfore, the unique aspects of
Japanese culture have preverted such
understanding.”

INekayama plans to enroll about 50 students
n the new school. These will include 1015
c refully s ﬂ’@cted foreign students, 1015
graduates of Japancse universities who inteng ¢
Lo on to c"adhum sciiool, and 20-30 people w ;h ®
practical experience from carporations, -
EUVErninent organizations and new Spapers.

akayema also hu,,es that labor unions wili
hewr fitture Ac;ur" to his school, because ho
anticipates increas ing contact between fabor o
Unicns a¢rass 1 atmal houndaries. He mai intaing
th&t Japar will need less insular, more -
1‘ﬂm"vzmtu3) wally minded” labor leaders in the

. ‘e school v 31 cffer tw ocourses of

[Saiteh rex < a STul { 1
;‘}Nz -ered studics and international relation ns,
ihe former m’lmmudef Ed G*Ldy in the re fmq

of concentrition. For exam ple, a student doing
researct ¢n Isiam wouid bp(_“Q about fOL" e
months cut of his ty, vO-YEAT course at an
appropriate Middle Fast institution, such as Cair
Lx'm.r.:xty o1 the American University in Beirut,

‘The international relations course will

include classes in international politics,
internaticnal economics, the North-South
probiem, and cultural anthkovoiug" To enki
the contents of international relations suhje
the school will establish conpections with
nre

stigious overseas schiocls and research
iutes such ez Harvard Unive rsity,
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The posubﬂ’ty of setling up research
institutes affiliated with the school is also being
eVp lored. These would conduct ressarch on
specific long-term issues, such as Japanese-
Arwemcan relations, or ihe changing global role ol
th(., ‘(-1dd € EaSt.

President of the schonl will be former
Foreign Minister Saburo Okila, w 1iose LuOLOL;B
acquainiance with internoiicnal jssues and

cosmopolitan views personifies the purposes o1
the school. Nakayama alsc hopes that chemist
Fizaburo Nishiberi, who headed the first
Aptarctic winter expeditioa dispatched by t‘*e
Science Council of Japan i 1958 andservesa
president of the Japan Alpine Cluband d ,rectox
of the Japan Productivity Center, will become

nonorary head of the school der mitory.

Nakayama considers this a key position as
students will be required to live in the dormitory
as part of their educational exper: fence. E\poghre
to Nishibori’s ,uneer spirit” represents the 200~
academic side of what Nal 3y3ma t@rr“s .
ducation fog the whole map.” IR
¢ no-i.e\x ole m ?Zf/? IR
% Fe , . :
\amwr“a expects the 8¢ ool toopen in
Apoil, 1962, He stated that "hecause cfth
cooperation of Niigata nrefectural autherities as
well as a;a lernic and business leaders, we have
W { the stage of making an iritial applicaticn
he Ministry of Education for permissicn o
est:mh._h an eauhatlonal institution. After
choosing the teaching staff, we will make the
finalap g.l(atl”f‘ in June 19817
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