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Statecraft and Ethnic Land Rights on the Tribal
Territory in Late Imperial Taiwan: A Study of
Zhu-Qian Tribe and Hakka Tenants in the Area of
Fengshan River

Chiao-hung Lee’
Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences,

National Chiao Tung University

This paper analyzes the cadastral survey data collected by the Japanese
at the beginning of colonial rule to reveal the historical relationships between
plains aborigines (Zhu-qian tribe) and Han Chinese (Hakka people) in
the area of Fengshan river. Drawing on the findings contributed by John
Shepherd, T'ien-fu Shih, and Chin-ming Ka, I advance the issue about
formation and transformation of aborigine land tenure in considering the
following points: 1) The Qing dynasty rulers’ policies on the tribal territory in
northern Taiwan substantially made land rights as statecraft to accommodate
the dynamic ethnic relation incurred by Chinese tenants’ reclamation. 2)
The varieties of tribal rents recorded in the cadastral survey data shows
privatization and concentration of aborigines land rights, and meanwhile
the establishment of corporate landlord of Hakka worship organizations. 3)
The constitution of multi-ethnic society in this area mainly was based on the

tenurial relations within the changing mode of production.
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