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The Tanjong Tokong Thai Pak Koong belief can be seen as a collective
representation of the society within which it exists, both in terms of the
sacred and the profane. As this organization is a kind of platform for various
united ritual organizations, it reveals the underlying social order during the
British colonial era. This social order emanated from the background of
the organization's immigrant members, with historical class divisions and
conflicts from the mainland being brought overseas. However, coupled with
the impact of social and economic policies after migrating to Penang, these

class divisions were expressed in a social order that differed from that on the
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mainland and in other Malayan regions. The temple of Tanjong Tokong Thai
Pak Koong, located in the northeast corner of Penang, has over a hundred
years of history and is now co-managed by five Hakka associations. Though
they did not establish their ritual organizations at the same time, leaders
from the five associations each developed social networks based on their
shared faith and constructed the Thai Pak Koong ritual organizations, which
combined religious and regional alliances. Concentrating on the Tanjong
Tokong Thai Pak Koong ritual organizations, this paper will clarify the basic
context of the Thai Pak Koong organizations from the 18th centuries to
today, and the change of societal relationships and social order in the context

of homeland, local communities and colonial politics.

Keywords: Penang, Malaysia, Tanjong Tokong Thai Pak Koong, Ritual

Organizations, Social Order
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