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The Mechanism of the Hakka Imagination in Hong
Kong: the Role Played by The Basel Mission in the
1850s-1950s

Li-hua Chen’

Research Center for Humanities and Social Science, Academia Sinica

Tsung Tsin Mission of Hong Kong evolved from The Basel Mission, a
Protestant missionary society founded in Switzerland in 1815. The mission-
aries came to Hong Kong in 1847 and preached to Hakka-speaking people
there. Over the course of a century, they founded more than 150 Christian
churches and gathering spots, all of which were distributed throughout the
Hakka regions of the Hong Kong and Guangdong provinces. Hong Kong,
which has 7 chuches, is one of the 25 parishes. For many scholars, this was
one of the most important elements in the development of Hakka identity
in Hong Kong. This paper explores the regional and historical context sur-
rounding the creation of these “Hakka churches”. The author argues that the
growth of Hakka Christian communities by the Basel Missionary Society in
Hong Kong Island, Kowloon Peninsula and the New Territories reflects the
expansion of the ambulatory immigrant society and small traditional Hakka
villages during British colonial rule. After the 1920s, these churches decided
to establish the Tsung Tsin Mission of Hong Kong and split from both the

Basel Mission in Switzerland and the Chinese Headquarters in Guang-dong.
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From then on, the Tsung Tsin Mission built up its influence over the Hak-
ka people in Hong Kong and also gradually gained dominance over Hong

Kong’s Hakka discourse.

Keywords: Hong Kong, Hakka, Christianity, The Basel Mission, Tsung Tsin
Mission of Hong Kong
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