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Taiwan’s Dilemma under the Onslaught
of Neoliberalism
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Distinguished Professor, Interdisciplinary Program of Humanities

and Social Sciences

This paper will look at the recent Sunflower Movement, the nation-state
and ethnicity in Taiwan from the perspective of the historical conditions pro-
duced by neoliberalism and political-economic structure. It asserts that if we
cannot face the changes induced by neoliberalism, both in the role of finance
capital in the economy and in the nature of the nation-state and ethnicity, it
will be impossible to escape the burden of the notions of modernization left
over from the previous century or move beyond the limitations inherent in
the old concepts and the perceptions of mainstream society. In such a scenar-

io, it postulates, we will go down the same path Japan took in the 1980s.
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