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Research Paradigm, Concepts and the
Methodology:The Hakka Studies in Mainland
China

Zhifan Huang

Professor, History Department, Nanchang University

The development of the Hakka studies in Mainland China could be
divided into three stages: “pre-Luo Xianglin era,” “Luo Xianglin era” and
“ethnicity theory era.” The Hakka was initially regarded by researchers as a
“culture/ ethnic subgroup.” However, many of the recent studies suggested
that “the Hakka” is more of a concept of “ethnicity/ ethnic identity,” rather
than a “culture/ ethnic subgroup.” Some researchers further pointed out that
the Hakka has formed a “dialect group,” and should be understood within the
wilder context of regional history. This paper suggests that the future studies
of the Hakka must incorporate the perspectives of three disciplines: history,
sociology, and anthropology. It is contended that the researchers should
adopt the methodology of historical anthropology to gain insights into the
local socio-economic history. Until recently, much research has been done
on “the origins of the Hakkas.” This paper suggests that instead of focusing
on “what the characteristics of the Hakkas are,” the future researchers should

concentrate on “how the Hakkas were/ are being formed.”

Keywords: Mainland China, Hakka studies, Xianglin Luo, Ethnicity,
Regional Social History.
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