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A Study on Information Education and
Digital Divide in Talwan

Wei-chu Chen

Dept. of Education, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Information technology and network has been playing an important
role in modern society, and also exert a powerful influence regarding the
national policy-making. In the field of education, how to incorporate
information education into the current curriculum is a popular topic. In
Taiwan’s new integration curriculum, promoting information education in
school has been a priority task. However, whether the school difference
produces a new digital divide remain to be explored. This paper studies
the digital divide among schoolchildren, especially focusing on individual
and environmental (teachers and schools) factors. The result shows that
individual student’s socio-economic status plays an influential, albeit
declining, role. The link between social stratification and digital divide is
no long so powerful as in the past. Individually, information literacy is
found to be affecting digital divide. Several school factors are critical.
Providing an adequate environment for information education, holding
more information-based school events, and rewarding the school
principals and executives who promote information education, are

positive factors to narrow the digital divide.

Keywords: Digital divide, information literacy, information education



