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A spirited young man from the 17th Mile was arrested immediately after
participating in the anti-colony and anti-Malaysia movements and joined
the left-wing Sarawak United Peoples' Party, founded in 1959. Finally, the
iron spirit abandoned his ideal imagination of Sarawak national identity, and
came back home in New Village and became a fade farmer or merchant when
the Peace Agreement (Operation Sri Aman) was signed by the Malaysian
government and Communist guerrillas in 1974. This paper focuses on the

changing attitude of the villagers who attended or experienced the communist
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history of the New Village, finds that even though the Sarawak national
identity was frustrated; it still affects the relation between Sarawak and
Malaysia. This paper begins with an introduction of the history of the
17th mile New Village. It then moves to the villagers’ narrations about the
anti-colony and anti-Malaysia movements, and the cage life in New Village.
In the final part, it represents the frustration and lingering affection of the

Sarawak Chinese national identity.
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