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Inter-racial Marriages between Hakka and
Dayak in Siniawan, Sarawak

Khay Thiong Lim"
Associate Professor, Department of Southeast Asian Studies,

National Chi Nan University

Kuching Division of Sarawak is homeland for Hakka and Dayak
population, especially in the interior areas of Bau and Lundu Districts; in these
inland counties, Hakka being the majority among the Chinese. This article
is based on the investigations of settlements around Siniawan where families
of Hakka and Dayak (mainly Bidayuh) families are interviewed. In the
previous literature, there were records and descriptions of Chinese and Day-
ak inter-racial marriages in the interior Sarawak, especially in the writings
of first White Rajah, James Brooke, but his descriptions were very sketchy
and his viewpoint was deeply influenced by the events happened at that time.
Subsequent academic studies of inter-racial marriages in Sarawak tend to
regard it as only a small part of the picture of Chinese history, and more
emphasis on the public celebrations rather than the private field of

family life of these inter-racial marriages. Based on this, the paper will
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discuss the environmental factors of inter-racial marriages and the

arrangements of religion and culture in their respective family.

Keywords: Families of Inter-racial Marriage, Dayak, Bidayuh
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