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The Encounter of SoutheastAsian Hakka and
Taiwan Hakka Television :
A Case Study of Malaysian Hakka Audience

Ti Wei
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National Chiao Tung University

The article aims to discuss two questions. First, how are the Taiwanese
Hakka television programs, which are mainly guided and funded by the
central government of Taiwan, are received by overseas Hakka audience?
Second, what is the relationship between the maintenance of Hakka identity
of overseas Hakka people and their reception of popular television texts from
Taiwan? The study uses literature reviews and in-depth interviews as research
method and takes Malaysian Hakka as a case study. The result reveals that
because of the current communications environment and the local historical
and social factors, the Malaysian Hakka audience rarely receive Hakka
television program from Taiwan. In addition, due to the continuous weakening
Hakka identity among Malaysian Hakka communities, it is hard to build a

relationship between the reception of Hakka television program and the
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maintenance of Hakka identity. In spite of this trend, a possible cultural

tie between the two Hakka populations still exists.

Keywords: Diaspora, Ethnic Identity, Hakka Television, Malaysian Hakka,

Taiwan Hakka Communication Policy
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