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Three Patterns of Taiwan Hakka’s Modern Ethnic
Imagination: National Identity, Civil Rights and

Cognitive Frame

. 3
Chao-ching Ko
Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences,

National Chiao Tung University

This essay rethinks Fu-chang Wang’s (ZEF & ) arguments on the mod-
ern ethnic imagination of The Taiwan Hakka under purely sociological ethnic
study, and tries to clarify its sociological meaning to other Hakka researchers
who trained in other disciplines. Fu-chang Wang’s main argument on the
modern ethnic imagination of The Taiwan Hakka is essentially a kind of civil
rights claim. It leverages Anthony D. Smith’s ethnic-nation theory and Roger
Brubaker’s ‘ethnicity as cognitive’ to deploy another two patterns about the
Modern Hakka Imagination, then for dialogue with Fu-chang Wang‘s modern
Hakka Imagination. In definition of Wang’s modern Hakka Imagination is
an ethnic imagination under variety of ethnicities in modern society, it estab-
lishes a social interaction between the majority and the minority, it is also an
imagination on how to build up a set of rights and norms in ethnic relation-
ship and ethnic interaction. In the views of ethnic theory, we can’t disregard
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ethnic culture-symbol imagination under ethnic succession. In addition, as a
variety of ethnic rights regulations have showed, the Taiwan Hakka entered

into an era of massive institution and legitimacy from the year 2000 onwards.

Keyword : Modern Hakka Ethnic Imagination, Ethnic-nation, Ethnic

Cognition, Everyday Practice
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