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The Localization of Hakka Ethnic Identity and

Boundaries in French Polynesia

Chen-yin Chiang”
Associate Professor, Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences,

National Central University

It has been nearly 150 years since the mid-nineteenth century when
Hakka people emigrated for various reasons to French Polynesia. During this
period, there have been several waves of emigration. The first waves of immi-
grants mostly cultivated vanilla, sugarcane, and cotton; most of them returned
to their original villages. Later immigrants settled long term, with most of
them opening small grocery stores or supermarkets or working in the garment
or food sectors or in public services; these immigrants already had consider-
able influence at different levels of Tahitian society. During an emigration his-
tory that continued three to five generations and after several critical changes
to local policies on ethnicity and the effect of long-term interaction with the
local people and culture, Hakka ethnic identity and boundaries were already
gradually shifting towards localization. The ethnic identity and boundaries
of Hakka people in French Polynesia underwent several courses of internal

changes and external threats. The internal changes included transformations,
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adaptations, and localization and mainly entailed changes from Chinese to
Hakka, hard laborer to merchant, and guest to host. The external threats in-
cluded changes regarding customs, diasporas, and globalization and in par-
ticular how French has influenced the surnames of Hakka people, the call of
overseas chinese, and the disappearing of boundaries through globalization.
Over the past 30 years, Hakka Polynesian people, under the impact of
internal and external changes, have been writing about and recording their ex-
periences and re-presenting Hakka ethnic culture. Those of Hakka ethnicity,
as social integrators and preservers of their ethnic culture, and the Polynesians
have mutually influenced each other, particularly regarding commerce, food
culture, and daily habits. This study compiles and studies the Hakka emigra-
tion process and the transformation of ethnic and national identity in Tabhiti,
discovering that, because of factors such as international politics, economics,
and social changes, the ethnic identity of the Hakka people in French Poly-
nesia is already slightly different from that indicated in previous studies. The
new generation exhibits a different ethnic and national identity and shows

cultural hybridity.

Keywords: Hakka, Polynesia, Tahiti, Ethnic Boundary, Ethnic Identity,

Hybridity
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{EAVEEL © BT RIEIE RIFRHEE AN FIZE R A ~ TR0 ~ 18
ENENE NSO E) - 55~ SMERAYRRIR © MERCEL S BRLIVEE ¢
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TEAEW T EREOEE > BAFT, - NEANEER MEAT
BT BESHELSEEED T07 R hE ] FavsE « THE—X
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VETT B » (EAERBRRTHL & SRS DA B AR B A T S b 2 B A S P B
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HHER T HESHEEPETE A (les Polynésiens d’origine chinoise ) HY7F
1 (FETTHA 2000 © 45-48) -

TE T ZFHEHER T Z L2 - RS T 58+ B 5 & B EE A B
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