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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention provides a catalyst composition for
producing hydrogen and preparation method and use
thereof, wherein the catalyst composition comprises a cata-
Iytic component and a supporter having a pyrochlore struc-
ture. By using the catalyst composition of the present
invention, carbon deposition can be reduced and the oxida-
tive steam reforming of ethanol could be operated for a long
period of time with high ethanol conversion rate and selec-
tivity of hydrogen.
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CATALYST COMPOSITION FOR
PRODUCING HYDROGEN AND
PREPARATIN METHOD AND USE THEREOF
AND USE OF THE COMPOSITION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention

[0002] This disclosure relates to catalyst compositions for
producing hydrogen. More specifically, this disclosure
relates to a catalyst composition for oxidative steam refor-
mation of ethanol for producing hydrogen and the prepara-
tion method of the catalyst composition.

[0003] 2. Description of Related Art

[0004] Energy is indispensable in our daily life. About
80% of energy relies on combustion of fossil fuels which
will not last forever. Carbon dioxide and greenhouse gases
generated during energy generation result in the risk of
global warming. To solve the issue of environmental pollu-
tion, it is urgent to find a renewable, clean and sustainable
new energy to replace the fossil fuels.

[0005] Hydrogen is an excellent energy source because it
is an alternative energy with high electrical energy conver-
sion efficiency. The quantity of heat energy generated from
combustion of per kilogram of hydrogen is about 3 times of
that of gasoline and 4.5 times of that of coke. The product
of reacting hydrogen with oxygen is produced in the form of
water with low-pollution to the environment. However, the
volumetric energy density of hydrogen is low. To increase
the energy density per volume unit, biofuels can be used to
produce hydrogen. Furthermore, expensive transportation
cost of hydrogen leads scientists to choose appropriate
hydrogen sources as fuels of the new energy sources. At
present, alternative hydrogen sources including hydrocarbon
compounds such as methanol, ethanol, natural gas and light
oil are used in majority. Among these, ethanol has many
advantages such as higher fuel quality, cheaper price, easy
access, easy storage, easy portability and higher energy
density. Furthermore, ethanol can produce hydrogen at
lower reaction temperature. As compared to the conven-
tional gasoline fuel, the generated carbon dioxide is reduced
by approximately 50% and the air pollutant such as nitrogen
oxide, sulfur oxide and hydrocarbon compound is not pro-
duced.

[0006] Current technologies for converting ethanol into
hydrogen include steam reforming of ethanol (SRE), partial
oxidation of ethanol (POE), oxidative steam reforming of
ethanol (OSRE) and others. Over the past decade, scientists
have focused on the research that SRE can be operated at
lower temperature. The chemical reaction equation for SRE
is as follows.

C,H5OH+3H,0—2C0,+6H, AH0e=+347.4 kl/mol

[0007] The SRE reaction belongs to a reaction having
highest yield of hydrogen. However, since SRE is an endo-
thermic reaction, the operation temperature is still high. In
contrast, OSRE is an exothermic reaction and can react at
relatively lower temperature, so it has become the research
emphasis in the industry. The chemical reaction equation for
OSRE is as follows.

CoHOH+450,+2 Hy,0—2C0,+5H, AHg=-68 kI/mol

[0008] In another aspect, according to previous studies,
noble metals with high activities are used as catalytic active
components for the catalytic reaction of hydrogen. The
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noble metals include rhodium (Rh), ruthenium (Ru), plati-
num (Pt), palladium (Pd), iridium (Ir) and the like. Because
of relatively higher cost of the noble metals, alternative
metals, such as iron (Fe), cobalt (Co), nickel (Ni), and
copper (Cu), are used as catalytic active components to
reduce cost.

[0009] However, these catalytic active components adsorb
on normal supporters like y-Al,O;, SiO,, ZrO,, MgO and
TiO, with higher temperature of the conversion reaction of
the catalyst composition which increases the breakage of
carbon-carbon bonds as well as generates the depositions of
carbon byproduct. It results in the loss of the activity of
catalyst composition with reduced usable-life which results
in the issues of cost reduction.

[0010] Hence, it is urgent to develop a catalyst composi-
tion with high energy conversion rate, reduced carbon
deposition, and prolonged usable-life.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0011] This disclosure provides a catalyst composition for
producing hydrogen. The catalyst composition may include
a catalytic active component, and a supporter on which the
catalytic active component is formed and represented by
formula (1),

AB0; @

[0012] wherein A is an element selected from the group
consisting of alkaline earth metals and Group IIIB transition
metals, and B is an element selected from Group IVB.
[0013] This disclosure further provides a preparation
method of the catalyst composition for producing hydrogen.
The method may include mixing a supporter represented by
formula (I) with a catalytic active component or a metal
precursor having a metal element with catalytic activity in
presence of solvent, and removing the solvent subsequently.
[0014] In an embodiment, the catalytic active component
is a metal solid solution represented by formula (II),

M, M (Ce, N,_)0; an

[0015] wherein M is an element selected from Group 1I1IB
metals; M' is an element selected from the group consisting
of alkali metals, alkaline earth metals and Group IIIB
metals, and M is different from M'; N is a transition metal
and is exclusive from a Group IIIB metal or lanthanides; x
is 0.1 to 1.0; y is 1.8 to 1.9; and d is greater than 0 to 0.5.
[0016] In an embodiment, the catalytic active component
is a metal solid solution represented by formula (III),

P5(Q2Ru)O5 I1m

[0017] wherein P is an element selected from the group
consisting of scandium (Sc), yttrium (Y) and lanthanum
(La); Q is an element selected from the group consisting of
titanium (T1), zirconium (Zr) and cerium (Ce); and z is
0=<z=<04.

[0018] In an embodiment, the catalytic active component
is a metal solid solution represented by formula (IV),

La‘2(c2prp)O7fl Su (Iv)

[0019] wherein C is an element selected from the group
consisting of Ti, Zr and Ce; D is an element selected from
the group consisting of Co, Ni and Cu; and p is 0=pu=<0.9.
[0020] In addition, this disclosure further provides a use of
the catalyst composition for producing hydrogen by oxida-
tive steam reforming of ethanol.
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[0021] This disclosure provides a catalyst composition
including a supporter with the pyrochlore structure to carry
other catalytic active components for producing hydrogen to
achieve the goal of reducing carbon deposition. Thus, the
catalyst composition has stability for prolonged use and
enables the ethanol oxidative reformation to have high
ethanol conversion rate and hydrogen selectivity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0022] FIG. 1 shows good stability of supporter La,Zr,O,
at high temperature;

[0023] FIG. 2 shows an analysis curve diagram of time-
on-stream stability of each product by using 5 wt %
Ni/CeO,/y-Al,O; as catalyst composition in ethanol
reformer with carbon-to-oxygen ratio of 3:5;

[0024] FIG. 3 shows an analysis curve diagram of time-
on-stream stability of each product by using 5 wt % Ni/ZrO,
as catalyst composition in ethanol reformer with carbon-to-
oxygen ratio of 3:5;

[0025] FIG. 4 shows an analysis curve diagram of time-
on-stream stability of each product by using 5 wt %
Ni/La,Zr,0, as catalyst composition in ethanol reformer
with carbon-to-oxygen ratio of 3:5;

[0026] FIG. 5 shows an analysis curve diagram of time-
on-stream stability of each product by using La, ,Li, (Ce,
sRu, ,0, o/y-Al,O; as catalyst composition in ethanol
reformer with carbon-to-oxygen ratio of 3:5;

[0027] FIG. 6 shows a Raman spectrum of catalyst com-
position of La, ,Li, Ce, JRu, ,0, ¢/0-A1,0;;

[0028] FIG. 7 shows an analysis curve diagram of time-
on-stream stability of each product by using La, ,Li, (Ce,
sRu, ,0, o/La,Zr,O, as catalyst composition in ethanol
reformer with carbon-to-oxygen ratio of 3:5; and

[0029] FIG. 8 shows a Raman spectrum of catalyst com-
position of La, ,Li, ,Ce, (Ru, ,0, o/La,Zr,0,.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0030] The following specific examples are used for illus-
trating the present invention. A person skilled in the art can
easily conceive the other advantages and effects of the
present invention.

[0031] This disclosure provides the development of a
catalyst composition including a supporter with the pyro-
chlore structure, such as A,B,0,, to carry catalytic active
components. The catalyst composition enables the oxidative
steam reforming of ethanol in producing hydrogen to have
high ethanol conversion rate and hydrogen selectivity for a
long term reaction in fulfilling the industrial demands
[0032] The catalyst composition prepared according to the
method of the present disclosure may include a catalytic
active component and a supporter on which the catalytic
active component is formed and represented by formula (I):

AB0; @

[0033] wherein A is an element selected from the group
consisting of alkaline earth metals and Group IIIB transition
metals, and B is an element selected from Group IVB
metals.

[0034] In one embodiment, A is the element selected from
the group consisting of calcium (Ca), strontium (Sr), barium
(Ba), scandium (Sc), yttrium (Y), lanthium (La), cerium
(Ce), neodymium (Nd), samarium (Sm), gadolinium (Gd),
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and dysprosium (Dy); and B is the element selected from the
group consisting of Titanium (Ti), Zirconium (Zr) and
Hafnium (Hf).

[0035] The supporter of the catalyst composition for pro-
ducing hydrogen of the present disclosure can be prepared in
accordance with Pechini sol-gel method. Specifically, the
preparation method may include: dissolving a first metal
precursor and a second metal precursor in deionized water,
and adding an organic acid and an organic solvent with
specific molar ratio, and stirring to form colloidal mixture,
wherein any one of the first metal precursor and the second
metal precursor can be metal salts, metal hydrates or metal
chlorides, and wherein the metal of the first metal precursor
is selected from the group consisting of alkaline earth metals
and Group I1IB transition metals, and the second metal of
the second metal precursor is the element selected from
Group IVB metals.

[0036] In the aforementioned method, the examples of the
organic acid may include but not limit to tartaric acid,
gluconic acid or citric acid.

[0037] Inthe aforementioned method, the examples of the
organic solvent may include but not limit to alcohols which
can be selected from the group consisting of methanol,
ethanol, butanol, glycol and isopropanol.

[0038] The organic solvent in the colloidal mixture is
removed at 350° C., and is calcined for 1 to 7 hours,
preferably 5 hours, to obtain the nano-powder with pyro-
chlore structure, wherein the calcination temperature is 600°
C. to 900° C.

[0039] After that, disc-shaped pellets are made by mixing
a pore forming agent with the nano-powder evenly by
applying pressure. Subsequently, the disc-shaped pellets are
calcined for 1 to 5 hours, preferably 1 hour, to obtain the
supporter by percussion and sieving, wherein the calcination
temperature is 1200° C. to 1600° C., preferably 1600° C.
According to the above method, the pore forming agent can
be polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) or polyvinyl butyral (PVB),
which accounts for 5 to 10 wt %, that is, adding 5 to 10
grams pore forming agent based on 100 grams nano-powder.
[0040] In addition, in one embodiment, A is the element
selected from the group consisting of Sc, Y and La, and B
is the element selected from the group consisting of Ti, Zr
and Hf.

[0041] In one embodiment, A is La, and B is Zr.

[0042] The catalytic active component prepared according
to the method of the present disclosure is a metal solid
solution represented by formula (II):

M2foyx(CeyN2fy)O7—6 (I

[0043] wherein M is an element selected from Group 1IIB
metals; M' is an element selected from the group consisting
of alkali metals, alkaline earth metals and Group IIIB
metals, and M is different from M'; N is a transition metal,
and is exclusive from a Group IIIB metal or lanthanides; x
is 0.1 to 1.0; y is 1.8 to 1.9; and d is greater than 0 to 0.5.
[0044] Inoneembodiment, M is the element selected from
the group consisting of Sc, Y and La, and M' is the element
selected from the group consisting of alkali metals, alkaline
earth metals, Sc, Y and La.

[0045] In one embodiment, N is an element selected from
the group consisting of Ru, osmium (Os), Rh, Ir and rhenium
(Re).

[0046] Inanother embodiment, M is La, M' is lithium (Li),
and N is Ru.
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[0047] In yet another embodiment, M is La, M' is mag-
nesium (Mg) or Ca, and N is Ru.

[0048] In another embodiment, M is Y, M' is Sc, and N is
Ru.
[0049] The catalytic active component (II) of the catalyst

composition of the present disclosure for producing hydro-
gen also can be prepared to form a metal solid solution in
accordance with sol-gel method. First of all, a first metal
source, a second metal source, a third metal source and
cerium source are added into an organic solvent containing
a surfactant. Subsequently, stirring the organic solvent to
form a colloidal mixture, wherein a metal of the first metal
source is an element selected from the group consisting of
alkaline metal, alkaline earth metals and Group I1IB metals;
a metal of the second metal source is an element selected
from Group IIIB metals, the first metal source is different
from the second metal source, and a metal of the third metal
source is a transition metal and is exclusive from a Group
IIIB metal and lanthanides.

[0050] In the aforementioned method, the amount of the
surfactant is not specifically limited. In one embodiment,
relative to 5 grams (g) of the organic solvent, the amount of
the surfactant is from 0.25 to 1.0 g, preferably 0.5 g. The
example of the surfactant includes, but is not limited to,
P123, F68, F108 and F127. Among these, the chemical
formula of P123 is HO(CH,CH,0),,(CH,CH(CH,)O),,
(CH,CH,0),,H. The organic solvent belongs to alcohols
which can be selected from the group consisting of metha-
nol, ethanol, butanol and isopropanol.

[0051] According to the above method, the first metal
source, the second metal source, the third metal source and
the cerium source are added into the organic solvent based
on the weighed metal nitrates or metal chlorides at different
stoichiometry ratio, and the total concentration of the metal
ions contained in the formed mixture is about 5 mmol. After
stirring, a colloidal mixture is formed. In one embodiment,
after stirring for at least 1 hour, the mixture is gelled at 40°
C. for three days consecutively to form the colloidal mix-
ture.

[0052] After that, a calcination step is operated according
to the conventional method. In a non-limited embodiment,
the colloidal mixture is calcined for 1 to 7 hours, preferably
5 hours, to form a metal solid solution, wherein the calci-
nation temperature is from 600° C. to 900° C. In another
embodiment, the catalytic active component is a metal solid
solution represented by formula (III)

P5(Q.Ru,)O; I1m

[0053] wherein P is an element selected from the group
consisting of Sc, Y, and La; Q is an element selected from
the group consisting of Ti, Zr, and Ce; and z is 0=<z<0.4.

[0054] In another embodiment, the catalytic active com-
ponent is a metal solid solution represented by formula (IV)

La, (szpr)OH Su (Iv)

[0055] wherein C is an element selected from the group
consisting of Ti, Zr, and Ce; D is an element selected from
the group consisting of Co, Ni, and Cu; and p is O=p=<0.9.
[0056] The catalytic active component (IIT) and (IV) of the
catalyst composition of the present disclosure for producing
hydrogen are prepared by forming a metal solid solution in
accordance with sol-gel method. First of all, a first metal
source, a second metal source, and a third metal source are
added into an organic solvent. Subsequently, stirring the
organic solvent to form a colloidal mixture, wherein a metal
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of the first metal source is an element selected from the
group consisting of Sc, Y, and La; a metal of the second
metal source is an element selected from Ti, Zr, and Ce, the
first metal source is different from the second metal source,
and a metal of the third metal source is an element selected
from Co, Ni, Cu, and Ru.

[0057] A surfactant is added into the mixture, the amount
of the surfactant is not specifically limited. The example of
the surfactant includes, but is not limited to, P123, F68, F108
and F127. The organic solvent is alcohols which can be
selected from the group consisting of methanol, ethanol,
butanol and isopropanol.

[0058] According to the above method, the first metal
source, the second metal source, the third metal source and
Ce source are added into the organic solvent based on the
weighed metal nitrates or metal chlorides at different stoi-
chiometry ratio, and the total concentration of the metal ions
contained in the formed mixture is about 5 mmol. After
stirring, a colloidal mixture is formed. In one embodiment,
after stirring for at least 1 hour, the mixture is gelled at 40°
C. for three days consecutively to form the colloidal mix-
ture.

[0059] After that, a calcination step is operated according
to the conventional method. The colloidal mixture is firstly
calcined at 350° C. to 550° C., and then operating a second
calcination at 800° C. to 1000° C., to form a metal solid
solution. Each calcination lasts for 1 to 5 hours, preferably
5 hours.

[0060] Inthe present disclosure, the preparation method of
the catalyst composition for producing hydrogen follows the
impregnation method. The method comprises mixing the
supporter represented by formula (I) with the catalytic active
component or the metal precursor having a metal element
with catalytic activity in the presence of solvent, and remov-
ing the solvent by heating at 80° C. to 100° C.

[0061] Inone embodiment, the catalytic active component
has the aforementioned pyrochlore structure, such as the
metal solid solution represented by formula (II), (III) or
aw.

[0062] In another embodiment, the supporter represented
by formula (I) is mixed with the metal precursor which is
selected from the group consisting of metal salts, metal
hydrates or metal chlorides, and the metal element with
catalytic activity of the metal precursor is one or two
elements selected from the group consisting of Fe, Co, Ni,
Cu, Rh, Ru, Pt, Pd, and Ir.

[0063] In another embodiment, the supporter represented
by formula (I) is mixed with the catalytic active component,
and the solvent belongs to alcohols which can be selected
from the group consisting of methanol, ethanol, butanol or
isopropanol.

[0064] According to one embodiment of the aforemen-
tioned method, the supporter represented by formula (1) is
mixed with the metal precursor containing the metal element
with catalytic activity to form a mixture, and the preparation
method further comprises calcining the mixture, such as
according to the conventional method. In a non-limited
embodiment, the colloidal mixture is calcined for 3 to 7
hours, preferably 5 hours, to form a metal solid solution,
wherein the calcination temperature is from 200° C. to 400°
C. In the embodiment, the metal element of the metal
precursor is one or two elements selected from the group
consisting of Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, Rh, Ru, Pt, Pd, and Ir.
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EXAMPLES

[0065] The following specific examples are used for illus-
trating the present invention. A person skilled in the art can
easily conceive the other advantages and effects of the
present invention.

Synthetic Example 1

Preparation for the Supporter Having Pyrochlore
Structure

[0066] The supporter La,Zr,O, belonging to pyrochlore
structure was prepared by Pechini sol-gel method. The metal
(La, Zr) nitrates were dissolved in deionized water as the
precursor solution, and then in the precursor solution citric
acid (CA) and ethylene glycol (EG) were added at the molar
ratio of metal:citric acid (CA):ethylene glycol (EG)=1:3:4,
and the solution was stirred at 100° C. to form a colloidal
mixture, and the organic solvent was removed at 350° C.,
and the colloidal mixture was calcined at 800° C. for 5 hours
to form a nano-powder of La,Zr,0,. 10 wt % polyvinyl
butyral (PVB) as pore forming agent was mixed evenly with
the nano-powder, and then pressing the mixture at 8 tons of
pressure to form the disc-shaped pellets. Subsequently, the
disc-shaped pellets were calcined at 1600° C. for 1 hour to
obtain the supporter La,Zr,0, by percussion and sieving in
16 to 18 mesh.

[0067] Asshown in FIG. 1, the La,Zr,O, supporter exhib-
ited good stability at high temperature.

Synthetic Example 2

Preparation for the Catalytic Active Component
Having Pyrochlore Structure

[0068] The catalytic active component was prepared
according to sol-gel method. Surfactant P123 (0.5 g) was
dissolved in ethanol (5 g) and then lanthanum nitrate (0.35
mol), lithium nitrate (LiNOj;, 0.15 mol), cerium nitrate (0.45
mol) and ruthenium chloride (0.05 mol) were added into the
ethanol solution. After ultrasonic agitation and stirring for at
least 1 hour, the mixture was gelled at 40° C. for three days
to form a colloidal mixture. Subsequently, the surfactant was
removed at 250° C. and the colloidal mixture was calcined
at 900° C. for 5 hours to form a metal solid solution
La, JLi, Ce; sRug 2075,

Synthetic Example 3

[0069] By impregnation method, the supporter La,Zr,O,
prepared in synthetic example 1 was added in Ni(NO;),
aqueous solution and mixed evenly, wherein the content of
Ni was about 5 wt % compared to the weight of the
supporter. The mixture was calcined at 300° C. for 5 hours
to obtain the catalyst composition illustrated in Table 1.

Synthetic Example 4

[0070] By impregnation method, the catalytic active com-
ponent La, ,Li, ;Ce, ;Ru,,0, ¢ (about 0.1 g) prepared in
synthetic example 2 was added in a solvent of ethanol (about
3 ml). After ultrasonic agitation, the supporter y-Al,O; was
immersed in the solution. Finally, the solvent was removed
at 80° C., and by repeating the steps at least 5 times, the
catalyst composition La, ,Li, (Ce, sRu, ,0,_¢/y-Al,O; was
obtained as illustrated in Table 1.
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Synthetic Example 5

[0071] By impregnation method, the catalytic active com-
ponent La, ,Li; sCe, sRu, ,0, 4 (about 0.025 g) prepared in
synthetic example 2 was added in a solvent of ethanol (about
3 ml). The supporter La,Zr,O, was immersed in the solu-
tion. Finally, the solvent was removed at 80° C., and by
repeating the steps at least 5 times, the catalyst composition
La, ,Li, (Ce, Ru, ,0, ¢/La,Zr,0, was obtained as illus-
trated in Table 1.

Synthetic Example 6

[0072] According to the method of synthetic example 3,
Ni (5 wt %) as catalytic active component was formed on the
supporter y-Al,O; to obtain the 5 wt % Ni/y-Al,O; as
catalyst composition illustrated in Table 1.

Synthetic Example 7

[0073] According to the method of synthetic example 3,
Ni (5 wt %) as catalytic active component and CeO, as aid
agent were formed on the supporter y-Al,O; to obtain the 5
wt % Ni/CeO,/y-Al,0; as catalyst composition illustrated in
Table 1, wherein the weight ratio of CeO, and y-Al,O; is
1:10.

Synthetic Example 8

[0074] According to the method of synthetic example 3,
Ni (5 wt %) as catalytic active component was formed on the
supporter ZrO, to obtain the 5 wt % Ni/ZrO, as catalyst
composition illustrated in Table 1.

TABLE 1

catalytic active

Synthetic example component/aid material supporter
3 Ni La,Zr,0,
4 La, 4Lig ¢Ce; sRug 507 5 y-ALOs
5 La; 4Lig ¢Ce; gRuo 507 5 LayZr;,04
6 Ni v-AlL, O3
7 Ni/CeO, v-Al,O5
8 Ni ZrO,

Test Example 1

[0075] For the 5 wt % Ni/y-Al,O; as catalyst composition
prepared in synthetic example 6, a product analysis of the
ethanol oxidative steam reformer was performed at a gas
hourly space velocity (GHSV) of 160,000 h™" inflow air, a
carbon/oxygen feeding ratio of 3:5, an ethanol/water ratio of
1:3, and a reaction temperature of 500° C., and the results
were recorded in Table 2. After initiation of the reaction, due
to carbon deposition in high quantity, the catalyst compo-
sition lost its activity and failed to continuously conducting
long-term test.

Test Example 2

[0076] For the 5 wt % Ni/CeO,/y-Al,O, as catalyst com-
position prepared in synthetic example 7, a product analysis
of the ethanol reformer was performed according to the
condition of test example 1, and the results were recorded in
Table 2. As shown in FIG. 2, after 23-hour reaction, the
ethanol conversion rate reached close to 85%. In terms of
hydrogen generating rate, the hydrogen selectivity decreased
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to 35% and carbon monoxide selectivity was 40%. After
10-hour analysis, considerable amount of carbon deposition
was generated and the activity of the catalyst composition
was decreased.

Test Example 3

[0077] For the 5 wt % Ni/ZrO, as catalyst composition
prepared in synthetic example 8, a product analysis of the
ethanol reformer was performed according to the condition
of test example 1, and the results were recorded in Table 2.
[0078] FIG. 3 shows ethanol conversion rate (Xgom),
hydrogen selectivity (S;,), carbon monoxide selectivity
(Sco)s carbon dioxide selectivity (S.,), methane selectiv-
ity (Scza), ethylene selectivity (S.z4) and aldehyde selec-
tivity (Sepmcmo)-

[0079] In comparison with the catalyst composition of
synthetic example 7, the catalyst composition of synthetic
example 8 shows better hydrogen selectivity at 70% and
carbon monoxide selectivity at 60%. After a reaction of over
10 hours, the ethanol conversion rate was maintained at 75%
and no significant carbon deposition was yielded. However,
under high temperature the catalyst composition of synthetic
example 8 became unstable and fragile which limited its
application.

Test Example 4

[0080] For the 5 wt % Ni/La,Zr,0, as catalyst composi-
tion prepared in synthetic example 3, a product analysis of
the ethanol reformer was performed according to the con-
dition of test example 1, and the results were recorded in
Table 2.

[0081] As shown in FIG. 4, the ethanol conversion rate
was still maintained close to 100% after reacting for 110
hours. The hydrogen selectivity was still maintained at 80%
after reacting for 80 hours and the carbon monoxide selec-
tivity was still maintained at 50%. The catalyst composition
comprising Ni having La,Zr,0, as supporter exhibited very
good activity after reacting for 110 hours.
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Test Example 5

[0082] For La, ,Li,Ce, sRu,,0, y-Al,O; as catalyst
composition prepared in synthetic example 4, a product
analysis of the ethanol reformer was performed for 100
hours at a gas hourly space velocity (GHSV) of 160,000 ~*
inflow air, an ethanol/water ratio of 1:3, a carbon/oxygen
feeding ratio of 3:5 and a reaction temperature of 350° C.,
and the results were recorded in the Table 2.

[0083] As shown in FIG. 5, the ethanol conversion rate is
close to 100%. The gas selectivity shows good result as well,
wherein the hydrogen selectivity is 100% and the carbon
monoxide selectivity is 45%. The carbon deposition analysis
was conducted after 100 hours of reaction.

[0084] After reacting around 100 hours, the Raman spec-
troscopy analysis was conducted and Raman wavenumber
1400 to 1500 (cm™) indicated the signal of carbon deposi-
tion. As shown in FIG. 6, the carbon deposition generated on
catalytic active component after 100-hour reaction which
resulted the gradually loss of the activity of the catalyst
La, ,Li, Ce, Ru, ,O, ¢/y-AlLO;.

Test Example 6

[0085] For La, ,Li, (Ce, sRu, ,0, /La,Zr,0, as catalyst
composition, a product analysis according to the condition
of test example 5 with approximately 100 hours of reaction
time, and the results were recorded in Table 2.

[0086] As shown in FIG. 7, the ethanol conversion rate is
still maintained close to 100%; and another 100 hours later
after the reaction, it still has the best gas selectivity of
hydrogen selectivity at 95% and carbon monoxide selectiv-
ity at 50%.

[0087] After reacting around 100 hours, the Raman spec-
troscopy analysis was conducted and Raman wavenumber
1400 to 1500 (cm™") indicated the signal of carbon deposi-
tion. As shown in FIG. 8, no signal of the carbon deposition
was observed after 100-hour reaction.

TABLE 2
Ethanol
conversion Gas
Test  Catalyst Reaction rate selectivity
example composition  temperature (time) H,/CO  Carbon deposition
1 Synthetic 500° C. X X Considerable
example 6 amount of carbon
deposition yielded
after initiation of
the reaction.
2 Synthetic 500° C. 85% 35%/40% At the 10* hr,
example 7 (25 hrs) considerable
amount of carbon
deposition
appeared.
3 Synthetic 500° C. 75% 70%/60% At the 117 hr, no
example 8 (11 hrs) significant carbon
deposition yielded,
and the composition
shattered at high
temperature and
failed for test.
4 Synthetic 500° C. 100% 80%/50%  After 110 hrs, little
example 3 (110 hrs) (80 hr)  carbon deposition
5 Synthetic 350° C. 100% 100%/45% At the 1007
example 4 (110 hrs) hr, carbon

deposition appeared
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TABLE 2-continued
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Ethanol
conversion Gas
Test  Catalyst Reaction rate selectivity
example composition  temperature (time) H,/CO  Carbon deposition
6 Synthetic 350° C. 100% 95%/50%  After 100 hrs no
example 5 (110 hrs) (100 hr)  carbon deposition
[0088] Insummary, the catalyst composition of the present

invention containing a catalytic active component of non-
noble metal exhibits good ethanol conversion rate. The
catalyst composition containing a catalytic active compo-
nent of noble metal further exhibits high hydrogen selectiv-
ity. Moreover, the byproducts (such as CO,, C,H, and
CH;CHO) generated from the breakage of carbon-carbon
bond in the reaction can be reduced as well as the carbon
deposited on the catalyst surface can be avoided, and then
the life of the catalyst composition is prolonged.

What is claimed is:

1. A catalyst composition for producing hydrogen com-
prising:

a catalytic active component; and

a supporter represented by formula (I), wherein the cata-

Iytic active component is formed on the supporter,

AB0; @

wherein A is an element selected from the group consist-
ing of alkaline earth metals and Group IIIB transition
metals, and B is an element selected from Group IVB
metals.

2. The catalyst composition of claim 1, wherein A is the
element selected from the group consisting of Ca, Sr, Ba, Sc,
Y, La, Ce, Nd, Sm, Gd and Dy.

3. The catalyst composition of claim 1, wherein B is the
element selected from the group consisting of Ti, Zr and Hf.

4. The catalyst composition of claim 1, wherein the
catalytic active component is a metal solid solution repre-
sented by formula (IT)

M, M'(Ce;, N»,)O7_5 an

wherein M is an element selected from Group I1IB metals;

M' is an element selected from the group consisting of
alkali metals, alkaline earth metals and Group IIIB
metals, and M is different from M";

N is a transition metal, and is exclusive from a Group I1IB

metal or lanthanides;

x is 0.1 to 1.0;

yis 1.8 to 1.9; and

d is greater than O to 0.5.

5. The catalyst composition of claim 4, wherein M is the
element selected from the group consisting of Sc, Y and La,
and M' is the element selected from the group consisting of
alkali metals, alkaline earth metals, Sc, Y and La.

6. The catalyst composition of claim 4, wherein M is La,
M' is Li, and N is Ru.

7. The catalyst composition of claim 4, wherein M is La,
M' is Mg or Ca, and N is Ru.

8. The catalyst composition of claim 4, wherein M is Y, M'
is Sc, and N is Ru.

9. The catalyst composition of claim 4, wherein N is an
element selected from the group consisting of Ru, Os, Rh, Ir
and Re.

10. The catalyst composition of claim 1, wherein the
catalytic active component is a metal solid solution repre-
sented by formula (III)

P5(Qy Ru,)O; a1

wherein P is an element selected from the group consist-
ing of Sc, Y and La;
Q is an element selected from the group consisting of Ti,
Zr and Ce; and
z is 0=/=0.4.
11. The catalyst composition of claim 1, wherein the
catalytic active component is a metal solid solution repre-
sented by formula (IV)

La‘2(c2prp)O7fl Su (Iv)

wherein C is an element selected from the group consist-

ing of Ti, Zr and Ce;

D is an element selected from the group consisting of Co,

Ni and Cu; and

p is O=p=<0.9.

12. The catalyst composition of claim 1, wherein the
catalytic active component is one or two elements selected
from the group consisting of Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, Rh, Ru, Pt, Pd
and Ir.

13. A preparation method of the catalyst composition for
producing hydrogen, comprising:

mixing a supporter represented by formula (I) with a

catalytic active component or a metal precursor having
a metal element with catalytic activity in the presence
of solvent,

A,B,0, @

wherein A is an element selected from the group consist-
ing of alkaline earth metals and Group IIIB transition
metals; and B is an element selected from Group IVB
metals; and
removing the solvent.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the metal precursor
is selected from the group consisting of metal salts, metal
hydrates or metal chlorides, and the metal element with
catalytic activity of the metal precursor is one or two
elements selected from the group consisting of Fe, Co, Ni,
Cu, Rh, Ru, Pt, Pd and Ir.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the supporter
represented by formula (I) is mixed with the catalytic active
component, and the solvent is alcohol.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the alcohol is
selected from the group consisting of methanol, ethanol,
butanol or isopropanol.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the solvent is
removed at a temperature ranging from 80 to 100° C.

18. The method of claim 13, further comprising calcining
a mixture formed by mixing the supporter represented by
formula (I)with the metal precessor to allow the metal
element with catalytic activity to be formed on the supporter
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represented by formula (I), wherein the calcination tempera-
ture ranges from 200 to 400° C., and the calcination time
ranges from 3 to 7 hours.

19. A use of the catalyst composition of claim 1 for
producing hydrogen by oxidative steam reforming of etha-
nol.
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