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CS Offered Academic English Program to
Enhance Students’ Global Competitiveness

To increase Computer Science students’
competitiveness for the future global market, the
Department of Computer Science of National Yang
Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU) aims to build
a bilingual education environment by offering more
medium of instruction (EMI) courses. Meanwhile,
customized English courses are also provided by a
teaching team in the department to enhance local
students’ confidence for general English in speaking
and listening. By taking the courses, students can
adapt to English-medium courses more successfully.
With the success of the courses provided for the
past few years, professors of our department further
suggested that the academic reading and writing
abilities should also be considered as important
training for students to face global challenges in the
future. Therefore, the Introduction to English Writing
and English Logic course was offered the very first
time this semester to help students to focus on
academic English and develop their required skills for
writing thesis and journal articles.

Dejah Crystal, an American mater’s students from
the Institute of Speaking English to Other Languages
of NYCU, Mei-Chun Liu, the department’s English
assistant, and Jyun-Kai Wang, a lecturer graduated
from the master’s program of the Foreign Language
Department of National Tsing Hua University (NTHU)
joined this teaching team. Overall, 11 labs joined
English Communication and Delivery courses
(speaking course) and 6 labs signed up for the
Introduction for English Writing and English Logic.
All of the courses were very instructive and specially
customized. For example, Crystal used culture as
an important element in her speaking course to
arrange a lot of interesting in-class activities. Also, Liu
incorporated trendy topics in her lesson contents and
motivated students to discuss in English as much as
possible. In Jyun-Kai Wang’s English writing class,
Computer Science journal articles were widely used
as materials to explain the complicated concepts of
organization and structures about writing. Professors
and students gave positive feedback to the English
program, indicating that English ability and professional
knowledge are both important and require time for CS
students to learn step by step. They also agreed that
this program can serve different English learning needs

for Computer Science students at different stages.

Course introduction

We aim to offer three types of adjusted English
courses after collecting feedback from students.
Students are able to select courses according to the
needs.

1. Speaking and listening course

Level 1 English Communication and Delivery: the
goal of the course is to increase students’ listening
and speaking fluency. It targets students who want to
be familiar with a full English speaking environment in
a short time.

Level 2 English academic presentation course:
the purpose of the course is to train students’ ability
in presenting and discussing in conference meetings
through read aloud, pronunciation, and organization
practices. It is suitable for students who need to make
English presentations. Students need to take the level
1 speaking course before taking this course.

2. Academic Writing Course

Level 1 The Introduction to English Writing and
English Logic 1.

Level 2 The Introduction to English Writing and
English Logic 2: the Concept and Logic of Thesis.
Students need to take the level 1 writing course before
joining this course.

Level 3 Advanced English Writing: it targets
students who already took level 1 and level 2 writing
courses and have already started working on thesis or
conference papers.

3. Academic Reading & Grammar Course

Level 1 Academic Reading Course: students will
learn to apply effective reading skills and strategies in
an academic context. It is a good introductory course
for first-year graduate students.

Level 2 The Logic of English Grammar: students
will gain more comprehension about the grammar
logic in readings and sentence writing using authentic
examples.

Any information regarding to the CS customized
English program, please contact Mei-Chun (Selina)
Liu, selinaliu731@nctu.edu.tw




