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Interview with Faculty
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Dr. Ping—Chun Hsieh:
Keep Exploring until You Find Your
Passion
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Pursuing his passion after two major
profession changes

Dr. Ping-Chun Hsieh, with a Texas A & M University
doctoral degree in Computer Science and Engineering
reflected on his two major profession change journeys.
He worked as an analog circuit design engineer in
a start-up company after graduating from graduate
school. During the work, he often needed to spend
a lot of time checking many details of design rules
that usually took him half a year to one year. After
realizing this type of job was not suitable for him,
he then decided to enter the field of Web Marketing
Optimization after consideration. It was the first
direction change in his career path.

The second time when Dr. Hsieh changed his
profession was during the fourth year of his doctoral
program. He always felt uncertain about his research
even though his research findings were often quite
good. “l was able to find the best network algorithm,
but it had to be built on hypothesis models”. Dr. Hsieh
then continued, “l always wondered if it was possible
to find the best network algorithm within the limited
hypothesis models?”. In the same year, he started to

learn Reinforcement Learning and returned to Taiwan
to do more relevant research.

Answering, raising, and defining questions

“l think lecturing professional knowledge is easier
compared to training students’ skills to ask and
define questions, which are the crucial skills students
should have when doing research”, said Dr. Hsieh. In
addition, problem formulation can determine the value
of research topics. In order to train students with these
abilities, Dr. Ping-Chun Hsieh usually encourages
students to think actively and raise questions in his
class. During this interesting interaction, students can
gain a sense of achievement to know the material
knowledge and find the solutions to the raised
questions. It also provides an example for students
to be familiar with asking and defining questions in
students’ projects and assignments.

Advice to students: keep exploring and
doing things that you are good at

Dr. Hsieh said that “exploration-exploitation trade-
off” is an important aspect in Reinforcement Learning.
In other words, keeping exploring unfamiliar fields is
the most rewarding strategy in its environment. It is
very similar to the learning journey that takes place
in the university. By taking courses, doing projects,
and participating in different activities, students
can increase the opportunities for them to find their
interests and professions. Therefore, Dr. Hsieh
encourages students to do more things that they are
already good at to further pursue their passion in life.

He also encourages students to develop self-
learning ability, an essential skill in academic studies
and industries during the four-year time in university.
Dr. Hsieh thinks it is crucial to know how to search
for relevant information and digest the knowledge
systematically because most of the skills and concepts
needed for the future are not from textbooks. Most
importantly, self-learning ability is required when doing
university projects and completing a master’s thesis.



