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Dr. Ghun-Chu Wei:

Life is Learning, Devoting and Creating

Dr. Chun-Shu Wei earned his bachelor’s degree in
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science and
master’s degree in Electrical and Control Engineering at
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU). In
2017, he completed a doctoral degree in Bioengineering
at the University of California San Diego. Dr. Wei
returned to teach at the Institute of Education at NYCU
in 2019 to dedicate to his alma mater. By 2020, he
joined the Department of Computer Science at NYCU.
His research area includes Cognitive Engineering,
Computational Neuroscience, Brain-Computer Interface,
Machine Learning, and Biomedical Data Analysis.

Dr. Wei has a solid foundation in Computer Science,
and also he was well-trained in the areas of biology
and education. This diverse background made him
a practitioner to be able to critically engage in cross-
disciplinary thinking. Also, he can represent the spirit
of the merger of Yang Ming (NYMU) and Chiao Tung
Universities (NCTU). The former focuses on the field of
medicine and biotechnology, the latter is well-known
for its development in Electrical Engineering, Computer
Science, and Applied Chemistry.

“| wanted to become a scientist when | was little
because it sounded really cool.”, smiled Dr. Wei. With
this dream, he chose the Five-Year Bachelor to Master
degree program at National Chiao Tung University. As
a hard-working student, Dr. Wei joined a laboratory to
start his research at an early stage in his junior year
during summer vacation. Within only five years, he
completed both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees.
Dr. Wei reflected on his school time, saying that his
professor and lab members were very supportive to
new members by providing a variety of opportunities.
With their help, he finished writing the thesis very soon
and even got the chance to attend conference meetings
to meet different researchers in his field. He was very
keen on discussing and investigating issues with these
research enthusiasts. Thus, Dr. Wei decided to further
pursue a doctoral degree in order to work in academia
in the future. Also, Dr. Chun-Shu Wei’'s program during
that time was well-known as a very special degree by
providing exchange opportunities for students to visit
top leading universities abroad for one semester or full
semester year. In 2008, he had the chance to be an
exchange student at the University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign for one short semester. Within a short time,
it broadened his horizons completely. This experience
urged him to study abroad for his Ph.D. degree. After
completing his master’'s degree, he decided to extend

his profession in Biomedical Data Analysis at the
University of California San Diego, America. By taking
many biology-related courses, he established the
foundation to become a cross-disciplinary researcher.

Dr. Chun-Shu Wei is known for his cross-domain
talents in Computer Science, Bioengineering, and
education. Nowadays, many students are also trying to
develop cross-disciplinary abilities. About this issue, he
thinks the concept of different domains is defined and
differentiated by people. Dr. Wei further explained that
the core value of research is only science. To become
a cross-domain researcher, it is important to only
consider the core of the question and remove all gaps
from different domains. He believes students should try
to accumulate as many experiences as possible with
different perspectives to cultivate their cross-disciplinary
abilities.

Speaking of his teaching philosophy, Dr. Wei considers
his role is to guide students to become autonomous
learners because nowadays there are many free internet
resources, such as Open Courses for students to learn
on their own. From his perspective, a professor has to
provide interaction opportunities for students and guide
them to be interested in learning about the course.
He expects students to be inspired by professors and
continue to learn more after taking courses. Dr. Wei
confessed that he does not like to mind students’
businesses all the time. However, he would strongly
demand students from his laboratory to take everything
seriously. He tries to understand the personality traits
of each student. Some students are capable of dealing
with stress, but others need more space on their own.
He thinks it is important to help students to develop
and learn based on their characteristics. It's his goal to
guide students to achieve their dreams that they never
imagined before.

“Learning, devoting, and creating” was spoken by Dr.
Shu Chien, a professor who is respectfully admired in
the field of Biomedical Engineering and recently just
retired from the University of California San Diego.
In addition to that, this quote has always been Dr.
Wei’'s motto. Dr. Wei’s teaching philosophy was also
profoundly influenced by this high-profile figure. Dr. Wei
often encourages students to keep learning, devoting
themselves to society, and creating new pathways in
the future. After all, learning is fun, and devoting is also
a way to have a rewarding life.




