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Abstract

his paper relates transcultural philosophy and Chinese modernity by addressing Frankfurt

School Critical Theory and contemporary New Confucianism. There may be many reasons
for being skeptical about New Confucianism but I try to argue that New Confucianism, no
matter how conservative or idealistic it may be, is formed by an experience of transcultural
dynamics obviously still lacking within European critical theory. Today it is still difficult to
evaluate this radical aspect in New Confucianism because it seems to fall back sharply behind
the anti-traditionalism of the Communist revolution. I doubt, however, whether this anti-
traditionalism has not been based on a very partial understanding of Chinese modernity. Is
not the potential of Chinese modernity rather to be located in an ability to learn from Western
modernity but to avoid, at the same time, a radical break with the historical resources of
Chinese culture? In other words, can the conditions of possibility to receive and transform
Western modernity be traced back to these resources? The New Confucian Manifesto of
1958 argues that, confronted with the Chinese situation, it is necessary to undertake a double
critique, which, on the one hand, critiques certain aspects of pre-modern China but, on the
other side, is also critical about certain aspects of the modern West. The complexity of this
position, which goes beyond the simple dichotomies of tradition and modernity or East and
West, has been, for decades, cast aside by the violence of history. Now it begins, gradually, to
reveal its farsightedness. In recent years, “left” intellectuals in China have been trying to leave
behind the blind negation of tradition and began to reevaluate classical Chinese Culture. The
strong idealistic tendency in contemporary New Confucianism thus became a focus of critique.
But when reading and interpreting New Confucian texts, one should not forget that those
who, consciously and unconsciously, achieved a transcultural turn in Chinese philosophy, were
modern Confucians with idealistic and metaphysical convictions. The Confucian Manifesto
of 1958 shows that especially those, who insisted on the importance of classical Chinese
culture, and criticized the anti-traditionalism of both communist and liberal intellectuals of
the time, had no choice but to think about past, present and future of Chinese culture from a
transcultural perspective.

Keywords: critical theory, contemporary Neo-Confucianism, New Confucian
Manifesto, Chinese modernity, immanent transcendence
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