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Abstract
The concept of the native(native soil) consciousness has

always played a central role in Taiwanese modern art

history. Certain types of art creation and discourse certainly
existed in the periods of the Japanese Occupation(1895-1945) and
after the Second World War(1945-). Such artistic developments
illustrate quite literally the “MADE IN TAIWAN” phenomenon
-- a problematic term with historical complexities. Furthermore,
the meaning of the native is not merely the description of local
customs or local subjects, but also includes a construction of
subjectivity. Starting from native consciousness, Taiwan's past,
present, and future are organically connected together and gradually
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form a thought process for subjectivity. As a governed Chinese
culture, outer cultures and native culture weave an integral, but
still changing Taiwanese culture and identity. This is similar to the
current concepts of “imagined community” and the “invention of
tradition.” The native therefore is not a fixed, closed, or even old-
fashioned concept, but a fluctuating, updated cultural matrix. The
concept of native consciousness continuously plays a positive role
in the process of construction of identity and formation of subject,
which is deeply embedded in the cultural framework of Taiwanese
culture. Such a changing characteristic is also true to Taiwanese
history. ‘Unsettling not only depicts Taiwan’s historical sadness, but
also is a reflection and construction of the identity and subjectivity.
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With regard to the native consciousness, Taiwanese art contains
“local color” in the colonial period, a debate of the vernacular
movement after the Second World War, and the emergence of
Taiwan consciousness after the lifting of martial law in 1987.
The three stages reflect crucial aspects of Taiwanese modern
art in terms ofg aesthetic significance and conception of creation.
The concept of the native consciousness reflects a dialogue with
the outer cultures(such as western culture or imperialism) and
its reflection upon it. This is also an epitome of some Asian
countries, which try to survive and look for self-identity under
a harsh environment. In conclusion, modern art in Taiwan,
echoing with the development of the modern Asian art and the
artistic thinking of globalization, has brought forth key issues in
relation to its native consciousness.
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