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Abstract

iterary and historiographical discourse in Taiwan has been

reconstructed as the national literature and national history

since the DPP became the ruling party. This paper shows
no interest in taking part in the heated Taiwan independence-
reunification debate; instead, the author emphasizes a comparative
study based on the unique experience of a Mahua literature
observer/participant an& his alien and ambivalent position of
insider/outsider of both Taiwan and Malaysia.

The point of departure of such an argument is “Mahua literature in
Taiwan,” which crosses the borders of both Taiwanese and Malaysian
literatures in Chinese. Though a minor literary institution with only
few writers and scholars involved, Mahua literature in Taiwan has
its own history and contribution to local literary scene. However,
in some fundamentalist Taiwanese literary histories this minor
literature is excluded because it does not manifest the so-called
“Taiwan consciousness.” On the other hand, from the perspective of
the border literature discourse of the pro-unificationists, it could be
regarded as a border literature of the border literature. But Mahua
literature in Taiwan, which was against the co-option of Overseas
Chinese Literature or World Chinese Literature, should also veto
such kind of co-option.

Based on a perspective of comparative Chinese literatures, the paper
describes the “borrowed” position of Mahua literature in Taiwan
and its structure within the local literary system by presenting a
series of tables—which schematize Taiwanese nationalist literature,
literary histories and historical structures of Taiwan and Malaysia,
Chinese topographical history, and the ideological orientation of
Mahua literature in Taiwan. Furthermore, it investigates the concept
of a Chinese (Taiwanese) literature without nationality—i. e., the
possibility of the existence of a third literature beyond the two
extremes of literary nationalism. A creative tension might emerge
between such a literature without nation and the nation.

Keywords:

literary history of Taiwan , literary history of Chinese Malaysian literature, literature of

border land, Mahua literature in Taiwan, non-Taiwanese literature, literature without
nation, national literature, polyfold-system
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