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Abstract

ealing with the movement of people and goods between Yaeyama

Islands of Okinawa and colonial Taiwan from 1920s to 1944, this
paper examines the process in which the episteme of “modernity” had been
formed through the interaction between everyday practice of movement,
imperial discourses, and subject consciousness. In face of discrimination
against border island and colony, People from Yaeyama and Taiwan both
created their own communities in the host societies, showing that national
and ethnic compartments still existed in the empire. Modernization
enterprise and Japanese culture had been diverted from Yaeyama to the
new colony Taiwan, but they came close to Yaeyama again with the return
of Yaeyama people who worked in Taiwan and assimilated modern culture
and Japanese culture. Yaeyama people were also unsettled by the gap
between the imperial discourse of “savage” Taiwanese aborigine and Han
Chinese civilization they actually witnessed when they arrived Taiwan.
Meanwhile, Taiwanese immigrants transplanted to Yaeyama their culture,
which has been transplanted by their ancestor from southern China to
Taiwan centuries ago. In the discriminating opinions towards Taiwanese
immigrants, Yaeyama people had overlapped these two histories of
immigration to produce the stereotype of “premodern” Taiwanese people.
I discuss how change of geopolitical position, inter-racial contact, and
cultural transplantation produced in these movement has helped to
constructed the episteme of “modernity” under the empire.

Keywords: Yaeyama Islands, colonial Taiwan, modernity, inter-
ethnic contact, cultural transplantation
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