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Abstract

C oined in the early 1970s gay bars frequented by American soldiers stationed in Taiwan,
the English term “T” (a short for “tomboy”) refers to “man-like lesbians” and the
Chinese word “Po” (literally meaning “woman”) to “T’s wife.” Nearly four decades later most
lesbian tomboys are unemployed owing to either senility or lacking professional skills in a
rapidly globalized market economy. Moreover, quite a few of them have been hospitalized
with terminal illness in need of both welfare benefits and on-site caretaking that are

institutionally denied the economically disadvantaged of Taiwan.

Based on materials of ethnographic research of fifteen years, this paper addresses the
following questions: How does an elderly queer in the deathbed conceive and manage matters
of medical welfare, caretaking and the imminent death ceremony? In a “modernized” Chinese
society still characterized by conventional patrilineal ideology, who would be considered

by a dying lesbian (namely, an unmarried daughter) to be the legitimate representative of

her life-and-death arrangements? Will her queer friends join with the biological family
members to carry out the job? If so, is there division of such a form of labor between “the
queer world” and “the straight one”? In addition, how would such an investigation shed a
light on analyzing the possible linkages between life politics, ethics of caretaking, and the
socio-cultural significance of “queer family”? More importantly, would this analysis aid in our
understanding of the relationship between the everyday-life practices of the queer family and

the possibility of constructing alternative ethical practices of caring?

Keywords: old queers, death ceremony, queer family, life politics, ethics of care
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22 M 2 TR &R RS L R R EE VKT 7 > 18 LE 08 IR B )7 A [
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WA~ AL ERAGR (RARBUERGR) RukRG /520 > DUkoE seRl (%
Hff B (cthics) 3 MIFRTEBLARAY T2 S5 A BN Z 3% 58 45 £ 8)
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Z& 5 BRER Lin2000) 5 b @AERALHREFFHR > A5 &6 H%

157



158

iral Studies

3T 38 53 B A1 G ge & AR Y - RKIES ~ BE o ~ HEINE
2 e RIS 570 IRt TS BE L AR SR AR B B R i LR B
ANE B[R SR BT AR A ER AT o M TEEA TS ) F0 T2 MRt
G REB LB —rE AR > ER T ER
B [EEM LR EE IR A R ~ IEFRAERERE » UKKEBEZE
B0 {7 5 S S A AR 0 L+ TS R R AME B EF 2 RSN B
B H R o thss b TR EIA S O s Bh A o bR B A %
{LRETIBRTRIOZ T A B T RE M 2 I » 20 T E AR B AR ¢ &
IR E RAMATREME (A1Love 2006 5 Martin 1997 5 Weston 1991) © *{E
FHE R L B R B EE 7R 8 A 72 19904 A4 Bl EE 1Y) & 18 [F] 75
Mg e B I R 2R 5 o 5k MRS WU 72 B K AL e E B 5
ALK BB (AR R AR B AR ) BN st Fn Mo
e (AREMEE TARMEE) s MRt gEy ) » WHEEGE
B RIS ARE R B U E R » AR EE 2SR T HE TGS
B2 EBENRTL B GRRRTREME (B4 : fiKE 1997 + 5K
1997 5 [HERTE 2001 5 BRANK 2002 5 4EH 2003)  HK - I5 EH R HT
S R 1 g s B B R AT B 0 38 Se i ST th 2 B AT E AR M FHER 1987
TR BOG R RE T S R B sy (AR MR E ) ) fyEE
JRERE (A : R 1997 5 5REHE 1989 5 fATHAE 2000 5 SRFR > -
SRR 2003 5 A A& 2003 5 JEE 2003a 0 2003b) » HJFFHIZ 1L
R Tt gReEm) - MEGEF A EE#EHE (tautology) ZHEHY
&0 DRt Rt i) e A D E A8 E MR 5| 5 E
UG R B B SE T & o 4 BN G BOR R B B AL S RE IR TR (8K
M@aes) EfE) - HWEGREAER THESI) powenPRfiRRH
BECHE ~ TR R E RO EERE o HE S IR TR
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AT ~ WERE I%Zﬁ& o IR SR AR R T () A R I L i {28
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RARNARERESE FEOKEN Tuncle®) » #H205EE » THAAL
HIEMA THEME] -
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