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Abstract

f the “seeing” and “been seen” power relation between the West and the East derived from

the context of post-colonialism, then, how did the visual experience come into being
for the “been seen” East? This paper, starting with Luxun’s narration upon his engagement
with Chinese Modern Literature, attempts to reveal the complex experience of modernity
resulting from visual experience with respect to the well-known “slides show incident”, and
mainly aims at uncovering Chinese split subject positions: Luxun/I, onlookers and the
beheaded, which connect closely with Chinese post-colonial experience and history. The
author deals with the topic in three sections as follows. Firstly, Luxun’s identity as pioneer of
enlightenment has an internal relationship with the classroom/theatre where the “slides show
incident” happened. Secondly, the onlookers, in Luxun’s view, are not just typical examples
of apathetic Chinese people, and they also signify the “seeing” position. They act as viewers
of dramas, as Luxun said, who place the enlighteners such as the madmen and the lonely to
a “being seen” position, and transform the external/Japanese gazing into an internal “seeing”.
Meanwhile, Luxun himself has changed from a viewer/enlightener into a “being seen” object
such as a patient or a madman. Thirdly, those Chinese/Manchurian/Northeastern Chinese
who suffered from the Japanese-Russian War are dually exiled by Luxun and his Japanese
classmates, the Japanese sabers being exiled as well. As for Luxun’s ambition of Remolding
Chinese National Character, this undoubtedly means the overshadow of the colonized and
beheaded, while for those cheerful Japanese students, it signifies the internal contradiction of
Asian imagination. Luxun and those beheaded will never be included in the so-called Asia or
share its victory.
Keywords: seeing and being seen, the slides show incident, onlookers,

the beheaded
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