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Abstract

Luggage, the necessary attachment and burden of travellers in their journey, seems
to be mundane and simply, is actually no less complicated than a temporary home
and prosthetic limbs on the move. In fact, the ‘traveller-luggage’ assembly not only
reveals the time-space imagination of traveller’s itinerary, choices of transportation,
plots of their performance kept in the tourist photos, but also special tactical
practices to confront the border security-checking which embodied the emerging
surveillance society.

‘Packing the luggage’, relating to how to deal with materiality in the liquid age, is
an annoyingly trivial and repetitive practice every traveller must tackle with. Owing
to its banal everydayness, renders it a missing jigsaw piece of tourism studies which
emphasis mainly on the extra-ordinariness. Drawing upon John Urry’s theories of
multiple mobilities that integrated with ANT, based on the empirical research on
a transnational community in England, this paper explores how travellers organise
their luggage as important belongings based on the multiple consideration of
their journey and the politics emerged when encountering airport security. It also
analyzes how travellers organise their luggage, as to curate a little moving museum:
luggage reveals travellers’ imagination of their journey, tactic manipulation to
confront the expected surveillance, arranging liquid materiality topographically,
mutual constitution of subjects and objects, as well as the performance of the taste
of travellers in terms of the aesthetics of speed. This paper thus aims to reveal the
politics of mobility, through studying the practices of packing as the intersection
between banal everyday practices and extraordinary experience making as well as the
micro tactics when encountering the macro border-crossing security checking.

Keywords: Luggage, mobility, materiality, everydayness, politics of mobility
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