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Abstract

In this article I propose a pedagogical vision of introductory anthropology that
is socially relevant and engaged. I argue that effective teaching in introductory
anthropology is based on the instructor’s ability to disseminate academic knowledge in a
publicly accessible fashion. In addition, the learning outcome and feedback from students
taking the introductory course are good indicators as to where or how the classroom
material is relevant to public concerns. Therefore, an ideal introductory course should
provide insights that help our public—the students—to better comprehend the challenge
and hope in their personal existence. In other words, this article is a quest for a public
anthropology suitable for contemporary Taiwan society via pedagogical discussion on
introductory teaching.

The main body of this article is composed of three sections: firstly, I provide a literature
review on the three most significant publications in anthropological pedagogy. Secondly,
I reflect on my teaching experiences in three different universities settings and examine
critically how anthropological concepts have been understood in respective contexts.
Lastly, I provide a critique of canonical concepts in anthropology textbook, namely
cultural relativism and cultural diversity. I argue that these two concepts have lost
their original critical edge and risk being appropriated by the market ideology. Rather
than valorizing them as canonical concepts, we need to pay attention to their temporal
dimension and investigate how horizons of possibility can emerge from cultural
unfamiliarity that so characterizes the nature of introductory anthropology.
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