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Abstract

Startin from the 1990s, indigenous communities have actively engaged in cultural revitalization
to reclaim indigenous subjectivity through cither education devc%opmcnts within the system
or development models outside of the system. A key feature was to go from having differences
(discriminatiorg received by indigenous students within the education system to the indigenous peoples
establishing independence (autonomy and subjectivity) in their own education from the restrictions of
the education system. This article examines how the educational practices and cultural revitalization
of indigenous tribal schools: (1) reveal the profoundness of “rediscovering indigenous tribes”, and (2)
demonstrate the indigenous peoples’ tendency toward manufacturing tribal culture and reclaiming
tribal subjectivity. Through a multi-perspective approach that analyzes government policies, education
texts, media discourse, video analysis, participant oﬁservation and in-depth interviews, this article maps
the development of indigenous tribal education from its colonization and assimilation to the fight for
autonomy and self-determination.

he Council of Indigenous Peoples therefore proposed the “Indigenous Tribal Schools Establishment

Plan” in 2012 to pén for the establishment of thirty indigenous tribal schools within the following
ten years. Although indigenous tribal schools are a new form of tribal education, they are even more so
a form of establishment of the indigenous peoples’ cultural rights. However, the process of establishing
these schools has also brought up many issues for consideration: (1) There shoulg be reflections on the
relationship between the indigenous peoples and the government in terms of whether the indigenous
peoples are resource-dependent on or resource-independent from the government, as well as whether the
indigenous peoples should follow the government policies in all aspects or retain some tribal autonomy.
(2) The establishment of the indigenous tribal schools resulted in competition, fractures and oppositions
between different regional tribes. Because priority wasn’t made in regards to the cultural preservation
of the minority tribes in thcfpolicies, the establishment of indigenous tribal schools resultedpin majority
tribes seizing larger shares of resources than minority tribes. Consequently, there is doubt raised on the
fair distribution of resources across tribes. (3) There should be a review on ‘the imagination of “ethnicity”
that is used as the basis in the establishment of indigenous tribal schools, and the cultural elements that
are either revived or made from the educational practices of these schools. (4? “Tribe”, when used in a
trans-regional sense, integrates different local tribes but overlooks the individual elements and differences
of each tribe’s subjectivity. Employing the term “tribe” to group the indigenous people together and
streamlining tribal differences into one homogenous system in the indigenous tribal schools’ educational
practices rob the different tribes of their cultural distinctions and limit the locality and regional
uniqueness of each of their existing cultures.

This article presents the emerging context behind the establishment and the progress of indigenous

tribal schools, analyzes their development and mechanism, secks to understand how they have come

to be a reflection of tribal democracy being established or cultural conflict at work, and outlines ways that

the indigenous peoples can advance towards tribal self-determination and preserving their subjectivity.

Keywords: Indigenous tribal schools, Indigenous peoples, Subjectivity, Pedagogical practice, Cultural
revitalization
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