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Abstract

This paper explores the tap-water drinking programs of the Taipei City
and argues that they acted as face-saving project in a “latecomer anxiety”
atmosphere and need technological performances to ensure trust from citizens.
In the 1960s, the Taipei Water Department claimed that the tap-water in
Taipei already reached potable water standards, but the turbidity of water was
not convincing. In responding to the public’s questioning, the Department
maintained that the water was turbid because the end-users had installed
inadequate pipes. In the 1980s, the government again initiated the project,
and made those sites featuring the face of the nation as their targets, such as
schools and tourist hotels. At this stage the government highlighted the needs
of replacing pipes directly linked to the end-users, and through counseling
programs it aimed to cultivate the citizens as advanced drinking subjects.
Tap-water drinking was also renamed as “secure drinking” given this context.
Despite all the efforts, citizens still lacked confidence in the quality of the
water. During the late-1990s, when the piped water system had been greatly
improved, the government began setting up “purifier water supply machines”
in public places. It also tried to demonstrate the reliability of the water by
publicizing the water quality statistics. Yet given the public’s concerns with
hygiene and personal tastes, people still use filter device before drinking tap-
water. The authors argue that the case of tap-water drinking programs suggests
that domestication of humans and water have to be carried out simultaneously;
especially when water tends to become wild again even after domestication,
the material aspect constituting the anxiety and reliability during the course of
civilizing purification is made obvious.
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