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Abstract

Chlnese Nationalists insist on a reading of history whereby Soviet
intervention constituted the precondition f%)r the successful establishment
of the ‘Ili regime’; on the other hand, Chinese Communists underscore the
importance of ‘the Three Districts Revolution’ as part of the Chinese national
revolution ,which aimed at overthrowing the oppressive rule exercised
by the Chinese Nationalist government. The artlcle contends that two
factors, namely the Soviet intervention and Uyghur nationalism, and their
four poss1ble causal permutations, both contribute to plau51ble historical
understandings of the rise of the East Turkistan Republic. The article
contains a literature review on the rebellion in Xinjiang with special reference
to (and comparison between) the official narratives embraced by the Chinese
Nationalists and the Chinese Communist government respectively. With the
aim of exposing the political intentions in framing a history they favour, the
article plans to reveaﬁ) the approaches of the two authorities in manipulating
with selective materials andpﬁow historians have challenged and what needs
to be articulated on this historical topic.

Keywords: Xinjiang, Soviet Union, East Turkistan Republic, Uyghur nationalism, Dual Pan-ism
(Pan-Turkism and Pan-Islamism)
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